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TIKA HARRISON

Festive greeters helped welcome families during Sharing Hands’
Christmas celebration on Dec. 19 and 20. Volunteers — including Santa
Claus and the Grinch — joined others in spreading holiday cheer as

120 local children and their families enjoyed gifts, treats, and a warm
reminder of community support.

Calapooia River
Floods Pioneer
Park After Storm

BROWNSVILLE — Floodwaters
from the Calapooia River cover
low-lying areas of Pioneer Park in
Brownsville following a strong at-
mospheric river storm on Dec. 17.
The storm brought heavy rainfall
and gusty winds to the Linn County
lowlands, prompting a National
Weather Service flood watch as
saturated ground contributed to
rapid river rise and minor to mod-
erate flooding in the area. &

Sharing Hands Makes
Christmas Special for
120 Local Chlldren

By Sharon K. Banks, Staff Writer

BROWNSVILLE — Sharing Hands, |
the local food bank, partnered with sl
area churches, organizations, and 5
dedicated volunteers to brighten the -
Christmas season for 120 children of
families in need.

In November, children were invit-
ed to submit wish lists so gifts could
be purchased and donated to meet
their individual hopes. On December
19 and 20, the celebration came to Kathleen SW&)’Ze left, and
life as volunteers — many dressed in lélsa Keith are longtime

. . haring Hands volunteers.
festive Christmas costumes — wel-
comed families, baked fresh cookies, served hot dogs, and
even hosted a special visit from Santa, who made the journey
all the way from the North Pole.

The annual tradition is a powerful example of the com-
munity coming together to take care of its own. With many
families struggling to make ends meet — often even while
working full time — events like this offer not only materi-
al support, but reassurance that they are seen, valued, and
cared for.

The joy, generosity, and love shared throughout the two days
filled the room and touched everyone involved. It was a heart-
felt reminder of what the season is truly about: neighbors
helping neighbors and a community united in compassion. 9

BROWNSVILLE

Christmas Frolic Returns for Third Year at
Legion Post 184

By Jeff Brown, Staff Writer
— The

Travis Santa hat, and all, handled most of the

IMIKAYLI S[OLE

Connie Scalf smgs with enthus:asm durmg
the “12 Days of Military Christmas” at the
Legion Post 184 Christmas Frolic, delivering
the line “five MRESs" to laughter and applause
from the crowd.

Moothart American Legion Post 184
hosted its third annual Christmas Dinner
extravaganza Dec. 19 at the Legion Hall
in Brownsville, welcoming members
and guests to an evening that blended
tradition, laughter, and holiday spirit.

Tables were dressed in crisp white
linen tablecloths and napkins, set with
fine china plates and cups, and accented
with sparkling silverware. The setting
gave the small-town gathering an ele-
gant touch while still feeling warm and
familiar.

A Santa Claus who bore a striking re-
semblance to Post Commander Norman
Simms presided over the evening.
Simms, with his big white beard, blue

cooking himself, preparing a generous
feast of roast beef, baked potatoes, and all
the classic fixings. The American Legion
Auxiliary added a sweet finish by provid-
ing two delicious cakes for dessert.

Fellow Legion members stepped in
to serve, clear tables, and keep the eve-
ning running smoothly, creating a true
community effort from start to finish.
Throughout the night, the room filled
with Christmas cheer as guests shared
songs, stories, and plenty of good-na-
tured laughter.

The celebration concluded with a live-
ly white elephant gift exchange, leaving
everyone smiling. Although there was
no Rosie O’Donnell doll this year, an

FROLIC continued on page 5
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ONGOING EVENTS

Not Your Grandma’s Bingo
Mondays, Now-Mar. 2, 2026 + 6:30-8 p.m.
Dixie Creek Saloon, 32994 OR-99E, Tangent

Tangent Together hosts an adults-only bingo night
featuring cheeky humor, cash prizes, and $1 game
cards. Ages 21+ only.

Free Coffee, Donuts, & Fellowship
Wednesdays « 9:30 a.m. at Central Valley Church, 657
American Drive (not a church sponsored event).

Not Rocket Science Trivia

Thursdays « 6:30 p.m. (ongoing) « Free

Dixie Creek Saloon, 32994 OR-99E, Tangent
Weekly pub trivia with bragging rights on the line.
Bring a team and play every Thursday night.

Karaoke Saturdays at The Honey Hole
Saturdays e 7 p.m.« 10 W 1st St, Halsey

Sing your heart out every Saturday night! Enjoy $3
Coors draft specials and a $15 club wrap with fries
while you take the stage.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Winter Whale Watch Week
Through Wednesday, Dec. 31«10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Multiple locations along the Oregon Coast

Trained Oregon State Parks volunteers will be
stationed at 14 coastal sites to help visitors spot
gray whales during their southbound migration. The
Whale Watching Center in Depoe Bay will be open
daily from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

https://stateparks.oregon.gov for sites

New Year’s Eve Party
Wednesday, Dec. 31+ 6 p.m. « (541) 248-3060
Dixie Creek Saloon, 32994 Hwy 99E, Tangent

Ring in the New Year with live music by Unfamiliar
Friends and $3 specials on all canned beer.

Ring in the New Year With First Day Hikes
Thursday, Jan. 1 « Various times
Oregon State Parks locations statewide

Oregon State Parks hosts free, guided First Day Hikes
at 25 parks across Oregon, including locations in the
Willamette Valley. Hikes range from short, accessible
walks to longer treks. A day-use parking permit may
be required at some parks.
https://stateparks.oregon.gov/index.cfm?do=things-
to-do.events

Easy Art with Diane Piro

Saturday, January 17 « 1-4 p.m. « $40

Brownsville Art Center « 255 N Main St, Brownsville

Arelaxed, beginner-friendly art class focused on
playful creativity using color and doodling. Create
multiple finished pieces in a no-pressure setting. All
materials provided.

Register by January 10: https://brownsvilleart.org

Murder on the Orient Express
Friday, January 23«7 p.m.

Saturday, January 24 <2 and 7 p.m.
Valley Life Church, 80 E. Vine St., Lebanon

East Linn Christian Theatre presents Ken Ludwig’s
stage adaptation of the Agatha Christie mystery. Free
admission; donations welcome.

See page 9 for Brownsville Library events

STAY CONNECTED
WITH CENTRAL LINN!

Discover upcoming events or add
your own to our community calendar:

https://brownsvilletimes.org/
community-calendar

Classic Mystery Arrives
on Stage in Lebanon

LEBANON — East Linn Christian Theatre will
bring intrigue and suspense to the stage this
January with Ken Ludwig’s adaptation of Agatha
Christie’s classic mystery, “Murder on the Orient
Express.”

Performances will
be held on Friday
and Saturday, Jan.
23-24, at Valley Life
Church in Lebanon.

Admission is free;
donations are
welcome.

Set aboard the ADAPTED FOR THE STAGE BY .
famed Orient i KEN LUDWIG i
Express, the story

begins when a snowdrift halts the luxury train.
By morning, one passenger — an American
tycoon — is found murdered in his locked com-
partment. With the train stranded and the Killer
still among them, detective Hercule Poirot must
unravel a web of secrets, alibis, and motives be-
fore the murderer strikes again.

Ludwig’s stage adaptation remains faithful to
Christie’s tightly plotted original while adding
theatrical energy. The production is presented by
East Linn Christian Theatre, which offers acces-
sible, family-friendly performances to the local
community.

Shows are scheduled for Friday evening and
two performances on Saturday, including a
matinee. The production runs approximately 2.5
hours. ®

Extend the Holiday Season
with Carousel Nights

ALBANY — The Albany Historic Carousel &
Museum is giving visitors more time to ride, re-
lax, and enjoy downtown Albany with extended
weekend hours now in place every Friday and
Saturday.

The carousel is open until 7 p.m. on weekends,
offering families, couples, and visitors a chance
to turn an evening outing into a full night out.
From 4 to 7 p.m., guests can purchase Weekend
Ride Bracelets for $10 per person, providing un-
limited carousel rides for the rest of the evening.

The extended hours also include café specials
designed to make the experience even sweet-
er. Float Fridays feature $1 off ice cream floats,
while Salty Saturdays offer $1 off cheese nachos
— perfect treats to enjoy between rides or while
watching the carousel in motion.

Located along the Willamette River in down-
town Albany, the Historic Carousel & Museum
is home to one of Oregon’s most beloved hand-
carved carousels, with animals created by vol-
unteers and artists from across the region. The
added evening hours make it easier to visit after
work, during a weekend getaway, or as part of a
night downtown.

The carousel is open from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
every Friday and Saturday at 503 First Ave. W.
in Albany. For more information, visit https://
albanycarousel.com/, call 541-497-2934, or email
albanycarousel@gmail.com. &

NATHAN PENDLEY

Tim Foust & Friends
Oregon Getaway

2026 tickets are on sale now

BROWNSVILLE — Looking for a truly memo-
rable Christmas gift or an excuse to plan some-
thing special for yourself? Tickets are now avail-
able for the 2026 Tim Foust & Friends Oregon
Getaway in Brownsville, Oregon.

Hosted by Tim Foust, this weekend-long music
retreat brings together an incredible lineup, in-
cluding Rob Lundquist, Adam Chance,and Adam
Bastien, along with other outstanding musicians.
The week leading up to the Getaway will be spent
writing brand-new songs, which will then be
premiered exclusively for VIP guests.

New for 2026, attendees can opt for a Thursday
night check-in, extending their experience with
even more time immersed in music, collabora-
tion, and community.

Set in one of Oregon’s most beautiful settings,
this is an intimate, creative, and joy-filled event
that goes far beyond a typical concert weekend. It
is designed to be experienced in person.

Learn more and purchase tickets: https:/www.
tixr.com/groups/timfoust/events/6th-annual-
tim-foust-s-oregon-getaway-166977

Watch highlights from last year: https:/www.
youtube.com/watch?v=JSZbQ_KYSj4. B

BROWNSVILLE ART ASSOCIATION

January Art Classes
Open for Registration

The Brownsville Art Association will kick off
the new year with two hands-on art classes in
January, offering creative opportunities for teens
and adults. Both classes take place at the associ-
ation’s gallery at 255 N. Main St. in Brownsville
and require advance registration one week be-
fore each class.

On Saturday, Jan.
17, from 1 to 4 p.m.,

artist Diane Piro
will lead “Easy Art,”
an introductory
class focused on

creating layered ab-
stract backgrounds.
Students will pro-
duce four to six piec-
es using photo paper
and Sharpie pens,
then enhance them
with guided doo-
dling techniques. All =2
materials are provided. The class is limited to 10
students ages 12 and up and has a $40 class fee.
W F Later in the month,

Saturday, Jan. 31,
from 1 to 4 p.m,,
Mishelle Tourtillott

will teach “Watercolor
Batik,” a class ex-
ploring wax-resist
techniques to create
luminous, layered
watercolor artwork.
Students 16 years and
older should bring
their own watercolor
brushes and paints;
the instructor will
provide all other materials. Enrollment is limited
to six students, and the class fee is $45.

Registration for each class closes one week
before the scheduled date. More information
and registration details are available at https://
brownsvilleart.org. &

#‘

TOURTILLOTT

MISHELLE
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Tangent Farmers
Market Opens Vendor
Applications for 2026
Season

The Tangent Farmers Market is now accepting
vendor applications for its 2026 season, invit-
ing local farmers, food producers, artisans, and
community organizations to participate in a
series of monthly markets in Tangent.

The market will be held on Saturdays, May
9, June 13, July 11, and Aug. 8, from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m., at the Riverland Rentals parking lot, 33977
OR-99E. Vendor setup begins at 8 a.m. A Tangent
Harvest Festival is also planned for Saturday,
Sept. 12, at Tangent Elementary School, 32100
Old Oak Drive.

The Tangent Farmers Market is a seasonal,
community-focused market featuring locally
grown and handmade goods, including fresh
produce, plants, baked goods, meats, eggs, pre-
served foods, confections, body-care products,
and artisan crafts. Informational booths are
welcome for nonprofit organizations and com-
munity resource providers.

Artisan  vendor
spaces are 10-by-
10 feet and require
a $20 cash fee per
space, collect-
ed at check-in.
Informational
booths are free.
Vendors must pro-
vide their own can-
opy, tables, chairs,
and required
weights. Electricity
and Wi-Fi are not 1
available. Direct-sales businesses are not ac-
cepted, and alcohol- or drug-related items are
prohibited.

Space is limited, and applications are reviewed
on a first-come, first-served basis, with priority
given to local vendors. Approved vendors will re-
ceive an email confirmation, and all participants
must sign a liability waiver and comply with ap-
plicable licensing and safety regulations.

Vendors interested in participating in the 2026
season,including the September Harvest Festival,
may apply online at https://bit.ly/4pStdN7.

Questions may be directed to the market co-
ordinator, Leslie Harrison, at 541-270-9859 or
tangentfarmersmarket@gmail.com. &

as fair as flowers

Attune your way

from day fo day
J.C

A Happy Newl{ear to you.

LINN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Commissioners Hear Juvenile
Department Statistics

By Alex Paul, Linn County Communications

Officer

ALBANY — Work crews completed more than
600 hours of community service projects in
November, Linn County Juvenile Department
Director Torri Lynn told Commissioners Roger
Nyquist, Sherrie Sprenger and Will Tucker at
their December 23 meeting.

Lynn said 15 youth on the Tier 1 work crew
(informal probation) completed 218.5 hours of
community service over 12 project days. During
November 2024, six young people completed
58.5 hours of service.

Lynn said 20 youth on the Tier 2 work crew
(higher risk assessment) completed 390.25 hours
of service over 15 project days. In November
2024, some 29 young people completed 637.25
hours of service.

After the meeting, Lynn said work crews do
a variety of projects, working closely with the
Bureau of Land Management and the Oregon
Department of Forestry.

“The Juvenile Department pays particular
attention to separating youth based upon their
level of risk and age, making sure each youth
is able to safely be supervised on any particular
project,” Lynn said. “The first priority is safety of
the youth and staff, followed by job skill develop-
ment and project completion.”

Lynn told the commissioners, there were 47
referrals in November and referrals have not
returned to pre-Covid 19 numbers.

There are 183 youth in the Probation Unit,
either on probation or pending court with 32 of
them assessed as high-risk.

There are 126 youth under the Community
Programs Unit serving on informal probation
and the Intervention Specialist is serving 194
youth. Of those, 186 youth are from the commu-
nity with no involvement with law enforcement.

In November, 11 youth from Linn County —
two females and nine males — were held for 69
days of care. Their average length of stay was 5.75
days.

Six youth from Benton County — all males —
were held for 84 total days. Their average length
of stay was 14 days.

Three youth from Lincoln County — all males
— were held for 46 days. Average length of stay
was 15.33 days.

The average daily population was 6.63 youth
and an average length of stay of 9.48 days.

Three youth completed 60.25 hours of service
with the Community Wildfire Risk Reduction
Program. &®
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Why FFA Matters to Rural Communities
and to Oregon as a Whole

By Marcy Hermens, Staff Writer

In many rural Oregon towns, the blue corduroy
FFA (National FFA Organization) jacket is more
than a school uniform — it is a symbol of lead-
ership, work ethic, and community pride. While
FFA chapters are often rooted in small communi-
ties, their impact reaches far beyond town limits,
strengthening Oregon’s economy, environment,
and future leadership.

FFA plays a vital role in developing young
leaders who understand the realities of rural life.
Through public speaking, project management,
and teamwork, students gain skills that prepare
them for civic involvement and leadership roles
later in life. School boards, fire districts, farm
organizations, and local governments across
Oregon benefit from leaders who first learned
how to run meetings, solve problems, and serve
others through FFA.

Agriculture and natural resources remain
central to Oregon’s economy, supporting jobs,
exports, and supply chains that serve the entire
state. FFA helps prepare the workforce needed to
sustain these industries by exposing students to
modern agricultural careers, including precision
agriculture, forestry, agribusiness, food science,
and natural resource management. These skills
ensure Oregon remains competitive and innova-
tive while continuing to feed and clothe commu-
nities statewide.

The benefits of FFA extend well beyond rural
areas. Urban Oregon depends on rural commu-
nities for food, fiber, and responsible land man-
agement. FFA students graduate with hands-on
experience, certifications, and a strong work
ethic — qualities valued by employers across

industries. When rural economies are healthy,
the entire state experiences greater stability and
resilience.

FFA also emphasizes stewardship of land
and water, an issue that affects all Oregonians.
Students learn the importance of conservation,
sustainability, and science-based decision-mak-
ing. In a state shaped by agriculture, forests, and
waterways, this education helps protect natural
resources, reduce wildfire risk, and ensure pro-
ductive land for future generations.

Equally important, FFA helps young people see
a future for themselves in Oregon. By connecting
education to meaningful careers close to home,
the program encourages students to stay, return,
or invest in their communities. That stability
supports local schools, businesses, and services,
reducing population decline in rural areas and
easing pressure on urban infrastructure.

Finally, FFA helps bridge the gap between rural
and urban Oregon. Students who grow up un-
derstanding agriculture and natural resources
become effective ambassadors, able to explain
where food comes from and why land steward-
ship matters. In a state often divided by geogra-
phy, that understanding fosters cooperation and
respect.

FFA strengthens rural communities — but in
doing so, it strengthens Oregon as a whole. By
growing leaders, sustaining critical industries,
and protecting natural resources, FFA invests in
people who will shape the state’s future.

For Oregon to thrive, it needs leaders who know
the land, value community, and are ready to serve.
Oregon needs FFA. &
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Jeff Garver Insurance Agency

Our office has proudly served Oregon and Washington farm,
ranch and rural properties for over 50 years!
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+ Rated A+ by AM Best since 1997

* Named top pick by Forbes

* Ranked No. 1 by J.D. Power for
customer loyalty

JEFF GARVER
Financial Adviser
Insurance Agent

Farm Certified Specialist

33254 Hwy 99 E * Tangent

Office: 541-926-4883 ¢ Cell: 541-231-9955
Jeff.Garver@countryfinancial.com

* Top-rated in service and claims in
every state we serve

* Celebrating 100 years in 2025

* Providing life insurance for 96 years

KALISTA KENNEDY
Associate Agent
Office Manager

Home/Auto/Commercial

DIGITAL ONLY

Board of Directors:

week’s issue)

B 458-266-0511

Brownsville OR 97327

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
PRINT & DIGITAL yearly $96 monthly $8
yearly $36 monthly $3

Monthly subscriptions must be paid by credit card or ACH transfer.
For ACH payments, please include a voided check.

TANGENT TOGETHER

Building Community
Through Service

The Tangent Together Volunteer Committee
invites community members to get involved and
make a meaningful difference in Tangent.

i \ \ By

Tangent Together is a volunteer-driven 501(c)
(3) nonprofit rooted in the rural community of
Tangent, Oregon. Its mission is to bring people
together, strengthen community connections,
and create positive, lasting change.

Volunteering is central to the organization’s
work. Opportunities are available for individuals
who enjoy helping at events, sharing skills and
experience, or simply giving their time. Every
volunteer helps shape Tangent’s future.

The Tangent Together Volunteer Committee
meets every third Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at the
Tangent Fire Hall on Birdfoot Drive. New volun-
teers are always welcome.

Volunteer efforts support local programs and
help fund a new Community Endowment Fund,
which will provide college tuition assistance for
Tangent students.

More information about upcoming events,
programs, and volunteer opportunities is avail-
able at https:/tangenttogether.org, or by email at
tangentvolunteer@gmail.com. &
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A New Year, A Shared Commitment

By Stephen Brenner, Staff Writer

As we enter a new year, let’s
take time to reflect on what we
accomplished last year and what
we hope for in the future.

My first exposure to the project
was the second writers’ meeting
on April 12, 2025. Like many
struggling rural newspapers, the
original Times had shut down at
the end of December after a long
run dating back to 1889. The
people in that room were excited
about bringing our paper back to
life. Many were willing to serve
as writers and to donate money
for startup costs.

Restarting a newspaper in
a small area is a significant
challenge, but we have a history of
strong community involvement.
Establishing the paper as a nonprof-
it was innovative; where we lacked
funds, we could make up for it with
volunteer efforts. More importantly,
it means the paper belongs to and
is responsive to the region. Beyond
the news, The Brownsville Times is
a community-building enterprise,
the thread that ties us together.

A tremendous amount of grati-
tude goes to our talented president,
Sharon Banks, and our extremely
dedicated and hard-working board
members for guiding us to our 31st
consecutive weekly edition. Our
editor, Mikayle Stole, provides the
publishing expertise and organiza-
tion that creates a highly engaging
layout. More than 40 writers and
photographers contribute rich con-
tent. Thanks also to those who have
donated or placed ads. And we thank
our subscribers for being a vital part
of this effort.

The next six months are a critical
period in our growth. While sub-
scriber numbers have grown nicely,
we are still not at a sustainable level.
I encourage our readers to spread
the word about how important the
Brownsville Times is to Central Linn
County. Maybe gift a subscription to

MIKAYLE STOLE

a family member at https://browns-
villetimes.org/subscribe. Of course,
donations are encouraged. We are
seeking grants to help us get by, so
grant writers are welcome. Maybe
we can organize creative fundrais-
ing events.

This evolution of the newspaper
is a grand experiment in grassroots
democracy. What a small commu-
nity can accomplish is an example
to other rural areas. In fact, we are
exploring how regional rural news-
papers can collaborate to share
stories and technical knowledge.
Another goal is to evolve toward
a solutions-based approach to
reporting. This involves fostering
more dialogue where existing solu-
tions to problems can be shared and
consensus developed on the best
way forward. As we gain experience
developing the digital version of
the paper, we can explore valuable
services such as enhanced commu-
nity calendars, volunteer databases,
directories, forums, and surveys. We
encourage you to be a part of this
noble experiment in whatever way
you can. In fact, to ensure the paper
reflects your needs, we encourage
you to fill out a survey at https://
brownsvilletimes.org/survey. &

FROLIC continued Jrom cover

- inside joke that drew knowing laughs, the
spirit of fun and camaraderie remained
- fully intact.

Once again, Travis Moothart American
Legion Post 184 delivered an evening that
reminded everyone why this holiday tra-
dition endures and continues to grow. &

Jack Sayer and Jff Brown, dressed
as elves, help set the holiday tone
beside the Legion’s Christmas tree.

With a playful flourish,
Turner Whitfield circles
the tree and “defies”
the white elephant
tradition by selecting
an unwrapped child’s
toy police car.

Terri Snedden and
guest Steven

Post Commander Norm Simms dons
a patriotic Santa suit (blue Santa hat).

PHOTOS: MIKAYLE STOLE

Neal and Sue Karo

Jim and Linda Weger

Gas Fireplace or electric,
new install or service,
we’ve got the spark
you’ve been waiting for.

Find your new flame!

CCB #33426

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING, N

4 541-754-1681

www.stephensheating.com

WHERE TO EAT

OVERTON VALLEY BEEF

GRASS FED - GRASS FINISHED

BEST BURGERS
WILLAMETTE VALLEY

USDA Certified Angus Beef - 100% Natural

No BS. Just quality beef: $5.29/Ib (includes
slaughter, cut, & wrap) custom boxes available!

Family owned and operated

Kyle Koontz - 541.990.3374

Highway 228 & 99, Halsey

TO GO ORDERS: 541-369-2400
Smoked Meats ¢ In-house Ground Beef

122 Spaulding
11-9 « Sunday 12-8

403 N Main St i
Family Friendly i

Brownsville

“LEBANDN_

//////////////////////

\\\\\

BA R & GRILV:
Buy an entree & receive 50% off an appetlzer

Natoshya MoFfitt
941405.2147

memascountrykitchen@yahoo.com
Facebook: Memas Country Kitchen
Mon-Thur (open if lights on) ¢ Fri-Sun 9-6

Y S5 0FF
| When you
tspend $40+

505 Mullins Drive, Lebanon « 541-451-1847

Tuesday-Saturday, 4-9 p.m. « Happy Hour, 4-5 p.m.



https://www.stephensheating.com
mailto:memascountrykitchen@yahoo.com
https://brownsvilletimes.org/subscribe
https://brownsvilletimes.org/survey
https://brownsvilletimes.org/survey
https://pioneervillatruckplaza.com/restaurant
https://www.overtonvalleyranch.com/
https://www.boulderfallsinn.com/1847-restaurant
https://www.memascountrykitchen.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MemasCountryKitchens
https://www.facebook.com/armandosbrownsville
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61554502231907
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PAST TIMES

Brownsville’s Narrow Gauge Railroad

By Allen L. Buzzard, Columnist

English  immigrant
George Allan Dyson, the
proprietor and editor
of North Brownsville,
Oregon’s first newspa-
per — The Brownsville
Advertiser — published
from January 31, 1878
through issue number
27, January 30, 1879,
was both an entrepre-
neur and a futurist. In
addition to time spent
mining in Nevada, per-
fecting his trade as a tin smith in North Brownsville, and later in Eugene,
Dyson foresaw wisdom in constructing a railroad between Albany and
Brownsville. [ = s ; . s

During Dyson’s tenure in
North Brownsville, he dedicat-
ed space in his semi-monthly
journal (printed every other
Thursday) to articles, op-eds,
and letters to the editor in sup-
port of building a railroad. He
worked to convince leaders
throughout greater Brownsville,
Shedd, Lebanon, and Albany
of the commercial benefits to
be gained by replacing muddy,
slow, and troublesome dirt wag-
on roads with smooth, efficient,
and reliable iron rails between
Albany and Brownsville.

By carefully skimming volume
1, number 5, page 3, columns 3
and 4 in George Allan Dyson’s
March 28, 1878, issue of The Brownsville Advertiser, readers can, howev-
er, see the controversy between two competing railway standards: narrow
gauge (rails spaced 3 feet apart) versus standard gauge (rails spaced 4 feet
and 8 %2 inches apart). See “A. L. & B. Rail Road Meeting,” and especially
the letter-to-the-editor “A. L. & B. R. R,” signed only “C.” To see the com-
plete article transcribed visit https:/brownsvilletimes.org/wp-content/
uploads/2025/12/THE-BROWNSVILLE-ADVERTISER.pdf.

Nevertheless, George Allan Dyson’s railroad advocacy efforts finally paid
off when another paper — Albany Register — in its Friday, December 31,
1880 issue heralded the achievement:

The Narrow Gauge Completed to Brownsville.
The narrow gauge road was completed to Brownsville from Ray’s
landing on the Willamette, on Tuesday [December 28, 1880], the
distance being seventy-two miles. The company has laid eighty-one
miles of rails during the season, besides grading eight additional
miles. From Ray’s landing to Portland it is thirty miles, and it
is understood the work of building the line this distance will be
pushed as rapidly as possible. The whole distance from Brownsville
to Portland will be one hundred and two miles. (col. 3, n.p.)

To be continued in a future article. &

This modern view shows the approximate location of
Brownsuville's former narrow-gauge railroad depot. The
arrival of rail service in 1880 connected Brownsville to
Albany, Portland, and broader regional markets.

e : ~ ALLENL.BUZZARD

There are days that mark events of im-
portance in the growth of towns as well
ac individuala. On Tuesday the 28th inst,
at noon. the track of the Oregonian Rail-
way Co., Limited, reached this city and,
in spite of a drizzling rain, a large crowd
of ounr citizens turned out to witness the
arrival of the fi-st iron horse into ourcity;

These clippings from the Albany Register
announced the completion of the narrow-gauge
railroad to Brownsville on Dec. 28, 1880,
marking a major milestone in the town’s
development and validating years of local
advocacy for rail access.

emergence

addiction and behavioral therapies

RECOVERY, _
FORTHE 4
FUTURE
YOU WA

4emergence.com
541-967-6597

STUDENT VOICES

To Clone or Not to Clone?
Diving into the Ethical
and Ecological Impacts
of Animal Cloning

Two Oregon State University students examine whether
de-extinction helps conservation — or distracts from it.

By Kaelyn LaLonde and Roxanne Haney, Oregon State University students

In the 1990s, Dolly the sheep became the first successful clone of a mam-
mal, revolutionizing the field of biogenetics. Since then, biotechnology com-
panies have begun exploring de-extinction — a process aimed at reviving
extinct animals using DNA from fossils and modern genetic engineering.
Colossal Biosciences’ attempt to recreate the dire wolf has captured public
attention and sparked debate about the future of wildlife science.

However, animals created through these experiments face uncertain
welfare, no natural habitat, and limited survival potential outside captivity.
At the same time, countless living species are slipping toward extinction
due to habitat loss, poaching, and climate change. We should not pursue
the cloning of vanished species because the process creates animals with
no rightful place in today’s ecosystems and raises serious ethical concerns
about their health and treatment.

Although scientists claim to be reviving extinct species like the dire wolf,
these animals would have no natural role in modern ecosystems. The rec-
reated wolves are currently kept on private land in the northern United
States. Releasing them into the wild would be irresponsible, as their origi-
nal habitats disappeared thousands of years ago and ecosystems have since
adapted to their absence. Reintroducing large predators could destabilize
food chains, out compete existing species, and threaten prey populations.
Ultimately, reviving extinct animals appears less about conservation and
more about curiosity and commercial gain, resulting in artificial hybrids
that cannot truly belong in the modern world.

There are also serious ethical concerns surrounding animal cloning,
particularly regarding the health of cloned animals. Many worry about how
clones would be treated and whether they would be genetically modified
to increase productivity with little regard for their well-being. Similar is-
sues already exist in dog breeding, where appearance is often prioritized
over health. If society is willing to impose such suffering on animals, what
prevents us from doing the same — or worse — to cloned animals viewed
primarily as scientific experiments?

While cloning animals may be scientifically possible, it often comes with
significant health complications and ethical dilemmas. De-extinction proj-
ects may appear groundbreaking, but they do more harm than good. They
produce genetic hybrids that cannot replace lost species and raise serious
ecological questions. Thousands of endangered species that still have a
place in our world struggle to survive without adequate funding. Rather
than resurrecting the past, we should invest in the future by protecting en-
dangered species through conservation and habitat restoration.

Editor’s Note:

Kaelyn LaLonde and Roxanne Haney are students at Oregon State
University. The views expressed are their own and do not necessarily reflect
those of The Brownsville Times. We publish student and guest commentary
to encourage thoughtful, respectful discussion on complex issues affecting
science, ethics, and the environment. &

’G Greenways Academy

Powered by eDynamic Learning

Fall Enrollment for i
Full-Time K-12 8
Online Learning

greenwaysacademy.com
(314) 432-7534
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WORSHIP DIRECTORY

Brownsville Assembly of God
313 Washburn St - 541-466-5030

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Services 11 a.m. &6 p.m.
Classes Wednesday 7 p.m. all ages

Brownsyville Christian Church
117 N Main St - 541-466-3273
https://brownsvillechristianchurch.com

Sunday Service and Children’s Church 11 a.m.
Adult classes 10 a.m.

Brownsville Community Church
198 Washburn St - 541-936-9131
https://hislifeinbrownsville.com

Brownsville Mennonite Church
34795 OR-228 - 541-466-5622

Central Valley Church
657 American Dr - Halsey - 503-602-6796
https://www.cvchalsey.com

Sunday Corporate Service 8 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. (during school year)
Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.

Monday Prayer 7-8 p.m.

Wednesday Community Coffee & Donuts 9:30 a.m.

Crawfordsville Calvary Chapel

38353 Glass St - 541-730-4519
https://www.crawfordsvillecc.org

Sunday Service 10 a.m.
First Baptist Church of Brownsville

27910 7 Mile Ln - 541-642-3000
https://www.fbcbrownsvilleoregon.org

Sunday Services and Nursery 9 and 10:45 a.m.

Halsey Mennonite Church
910 E 1st St-712-432-8773
https://www.halseymennonite.org

Sunday Service 10 a.m.
1st & 3rd Sunday evening 6 p.m.
Prayer meeting 1st & 3rd Wednesdays 7:30 p.m.

Harvest Reformed Baptist Church
411 W 2nd St - Halsey - 541-220-1902
https://harvestrbc.org

Sunday School 9 a.m.

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Fellowship Meal Noon

Holy Trinity Catholic Church
104 W Blakely Ave - Brownsville - 541-367-2530
holytrinitybrownsvilleor@gmail.com

Weekday Mass Wednesday Noon
Sunday Service 11:30 a.m.

Oakville Presbyterian Church

29970 Church Dr« Shedd « 541-758-0647
https://oakvillechurch.org

Sunday Service 10 a.m.
Riverside Christian Fellowship
29360 Abraham Dr « Shedd (Peoria) « 360-880-4734

Sunday Prayer 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Service 10 a.m.
Sunday School 11 a.m.

Spirit of the Valley
United Methodist Church

611 W 3rd St - Halsey - 541-654-8144
spiritofthevalleyumc@gmail.com
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints
1111 North Main St - 541-570-2903

Sunday Service 10 a.m.

Valley Christian Fellowship
690 W 2nd St - Halsey - 732-434-3592
https://vcfhalsey.com

Sunday Service 10 a.m. & Wednesdays 7:15 p.m.

AMERICAN LEGION

Christmas in the North Atlantic: rart2of 2

By an ordinary seaman

I headed to the mess deck,
leaning against the bulkhead
like a man who wasn’t sure
what the deck was going
to do next. Now there’s an
unwritten law in the Navy
that demands Christmas
cheer, even if you'’re floating
a thousand miles from the
nearest proper fireplace. And
that night, the job of playing
Santa had fallen to one of the
younger, or maybe just the
unluckiest, boson’s mates. I
saw the poor fellow moving
along the bulkhead, looking
like a man who was deeply
regretting his last meal.

He had found a reddish

canvas life jacket for a Santa 1pe (S, Navy radar picket destroyer escort
coat. Now, it was officially USS Wagner (DER-539) sits laid up at the
red, but on him it made him Philadelphia Naval Shipyard on March 22,
look more like a slightly flat- 1973. The author served aboard the ship
during its active years. (Public domain)

tened, rectangular fruitcake

(CIC), where all the radar
magic happened. The fellas
down there, bathed in the
green glow of their screens,
were in wonderfully good
spirits. The great enemy, the
x’s and the dashes, had ap-
parently taken the night off.

I eventually drifted back
to the mess deck for the
late-night comfort known
as “mid rats.” You won’t find
any charcuterie boards here.
This was a feast of honest,
simple pleasures: sliced bo-
logna, cheddar, rye bread,
and plenty of Ritz crackers. I
built a perfect sandwich, the
kind you make for yourself
at home, and continued my
bulkhead leaning journey to
the aft crew quarters.

As 1 chewed, I noticed the
music had shifted. Gone was

than a cheerful saint. He was clutching a wad of
cotton batting, probably snatched from sick bay,
which he was trying to figure out how to attach to
his face for a beard. He moved off muttering and
grumbling, searching for boots. I knew he was
destined to end up in giant, black-rubber deck
boots, making him look less like a festive old elf
and more like a very grumpy penguin.

I moved on, looking for a little holiday cheer.
The only real sign of the season was a fake tree
in the corner of the galley, a small, colorfully lit
pretense that had somehow materialized from
the bowels of the engine room.

I worked my way to the radio shack, drawn by
the simple, sweet promise of cookies. After earn-
ing a cookie with some appropriate small talk,
I went down to the Combat Information Center

5’"@ Danielle M. Myers, Esq.

Attorney at Law, LLC

* Estate Planning/Probate
¢ Criminal Defense

333 N. Main St., Brownsville (541) 600-0422
danielle@dmmyerslaw.com

www.dmmyerslaw.com

the frantic energy of the modern jingles. Now, the
space was filled with the timeless, deep warmth
of “Oh Holy Night” and “Adeste Fidelis.” That fa-
miliar, peaceful change gave this old altar boy’s
soul a soft, gentle tug, a reminder of things more
true than radar screens or grumpy penguins.

There is a peace that comes when the world
decides to give you a break, even if you’re alone in
the dark. That night, the loud, churning life of the
ship, the ham and cheese sandwich on rye, and
the distant, comforting thought that the entire,
wide, troubled world had, for just a few hours,
forgotten to worry, was the perfect gift.

Back in my bunk, strapped in tight, I settled
down, for a rough winter’s night while visions of
sugar plums danced in my head. §®

The Frame House, LLLC

Custom Framing Since 1970

Your complete source for custom Picture Frames
Complete line of art supplies

y Al Severson
g . Owner
*| 434 W First Ave.

Albany OR 97321 541-928-7676

WHERE TO TAKE CARE

/

Kirt M. Glenn DMD PC
102 E. Bishop Way Brownsville

541-466-5171

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

\ www.dentistinbrownsville.com /
M%V\gvj? pAe S
Jenna Gratorne
Hair Stylist

. (541) 619-6057
@ legallyblondesalon.glossgenius.com
Legallyblonde_Salon

Q Brownsville, OR

‘HE A Sisters
CLEANING COMPANY LLC

o 5a1513-1920 N,

sisterscleaning79@gmail.com

|l -

LIFETIMEVISION SOURCE OF LEBANON

MEMBER NETWORK

ROGER MUNK, ob - BRANDYN WYATT, ob
LUKE BORAN, oD

www.lifetimevisionsource.com

90 MARKET ST, STE 20 T: 541-451-2020
LEBANON, OR 97355 F: 541-451-1785
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PUZZLE KEY
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aBALLDROP
MIDNIGHT

I[O[N] CHEERS

N[T[o] cLocK

c[T[D]| FIREWORKS

A[S[S| RESOLUTION

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Name

Address 1

Address 2 (suite, apt)

City State Zip

Email

Phone number
[]1$8 month by Credit Card-OR-[_] $96 year

Mail your annual payment check (or a voided
check for monthly ACH payments) to
The Brownsville Times

PO Box 278, Brownsville OR 97327

brownsvilletimes.org/subscribe
& (458) 266-0511

! burger

' == GROCERY o™ Pog,.
| S DEALS A& $2.75/Ib. "%,
' 295N.39st with Coupon

i Harrisburg, OR 97446

(541) 995-5132
M-Sat 9am-7pm
Closed Sunday

ﬂm

grocerydealsOR.com @ No Limit, Expires 01/31/26

GROCERY LIST

Holiday Items
JFrozen Turkeys
[IStove Top Stuffing
(JCranberries

[ ISweet Potatoes or Yams
(fresh or canned)

[ IMarshmallows

Condiments

[]Green Beans [JSalad Dressings

French Style [JMayonnaise
[ICream of Mushroom [JKetchu

Soup P
[ IVelveeta Cheese
[ JParmesan Cheese [ICereals

(plastic jar) [JOatmeal

[ IDinty Moore Beef Stew

[IKraft Mac and Cheese
(individual cups)

[ISoups

[1Jellies

[ISyrup

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
[(Juice :
|

Please no expired items.

LETTER TO THE COMMUNITY

Community — at
Christmas and All
Year Long

By Donald Lyon, Staff Writer

A reminder of the great value of community
might have come less painfully. A few weeks ago,
I called 911 after being crushed between two trees
on my property.

The first re-
sponders were vol-
unteers from the
Brownsville Fire
Department. They
expertly checked
me out and evalu-
ated my condition.
The next day, we
called 911 again for
an ambulance to
Corvallis Hospital,

other minor injuries.

After a few days in the hospital, I was taken to
Corvallis Manor Rehabilitation Center because
the rickety railing leading into my house was not
safe for an invalid. Two friends volunteered to
make the repairs that I should have made years
ago.

Then came the question of how I would get
around and care for myself when I came home.
My partner, Connie, checked out a special
four-footed cane for going up stairs and a raised
toilet seat from the Brownsville Senior Center.
Another friend provided a walker, which the
Senior Center also has available.

Now, after some therapy and training, I'm
back home, scooting around on the walker and
remembering all of the people who visited,
offered support, and sent good wishes. It only
hurts when I laugh, but I'm very happy that I live
in Brownsville, where we have such a wonderful,
caring community. &

Gratefully,

Donald Lyon

SANRNN
@Nﬁ&&n
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|

BROWNSVILLE

ARMACY
& GIFTS i

e

{

Friendly, Prompt, Hometown Service!

411 North Main St
Historic Downtown Brownsville
541-466-5112 “§ M-F 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

CENTRAL LINN HIGH SCHOOL
JANUARY STUDENT ATHLETE

Addie Wolffe, Senior
Multi-Sport Standout

Addie Wolffe is a senior at Central Linn High
School and a four-year letter winner in soccer,
girls’ basketball, track, and cross country. In
December, she reached a significant milestone
by joining the exclusive 1,000-point club in bas-
ketball, scoring more than 1,000 career points.

Throughout her high school career, Addie
has earned numerous All-League and All-State
honors across multiple sports, exemplifying
dedication, leadership, and excellence as a
student-athlete.

2 \""‘ »

COURTESY OF ADDIE'WOEFFE ik

=

Next fall, Addie will continue her academic and
athletic journey at George Fox University, where
she will play soccer while pursuing a degree in
pediatric nursing.

Addie is the daughter of Melissa and Charlie
Wolffe of Brownsville. &9

Commercial Services

Genesis Lawn Care

FREE ESTIMATES

¥

Proud sponsor of tlje Cg'r;trdl"Lim’r,

Athlete of the Month ., *

"‘genesis-lawncare.com.
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BROWNSVILLE BOOK CLUB

For Whom the War Tolls

By Barbara DeRobertis, Staff Writer

Last month, the
Brownsville Book Club
read and discussed
“Sparks Like Stars,” by
Nadia Hashimi. It is a
heart-wrenching, his-
torical fiction tale of a
ten-year-old girl, Sitara
Zamani, who becomes
orphaned during the
bloody pro-communist
coup that took place in S TA R S
the palace of President
Daoud Khan, in Kabul, Kl »&fﬁ.;w “M'“ﬂ“*ﬂ“ﬂ*"ﬂ'
Afghanistan, in April of 1978. Sitara’s father was
Daoud’s right-hand man, and her family was
living in the palace at the time when the presi-
dent Daoud, along with most of his family, was
assassinated. Her family was also murdered
that night, but Sitara managed to survive. She
was rescued and smuggled out of the palace by
a guard named Shair, then adopted by a female
American diplomat, who took her to New York
and raised her.

The first half of the book describes Sitara’s
young, privileged life as a resident in the pal-
ace, the terrifying attack that fatal night, and
the trauma that followed. The second half of
the book takes place in New York, 30 years later,
as Sitara, now known as Arayana Shepherd, an
accomplished surgeon, encounters the soldier
(Shair) who saved her. She has long wondered if
he was the man who killed her family. She travels
back to Kabul searching for answers.

This book is a gripping, emotional read that is
well-written, a page-turner that includes many
twists and turns. Our discussion centered around
the traumatic effects that war has on children in
particular. We talked about the impact on their re-
silience and undoubtedly their innocence, along
with the lasting psychological consequences of
living through horror. Children are currently
living in war-torn zones around the world. They
are experiencing and somehow enduring terrors
that none of us care to envision. The author men-
tions the Pulitzer Prize-winning photograph,
“The Terror of War,” in the text of this book. This
photograph, commonly known to most of us as
“The Napalm Girl” (taken in Vietnam in 1972),
depicts a Vietnamese girl running naked in the
street after her village was bombed. The author,
most likely, wants the reader to recall that image
that is forever embedded in many of our minds;
to remind us all of the terror of war and the toll
war takes, not only on soldiers, communities,
and countries but on millions of children.

The story of Sitara and her family is fictional,
but the coup d’etat and assassination of President
Daoud in April of 1978 is factual.

Our December book club meeting is one no one
likes to miss. Our year concludes with each of us
bringing a used, gift-wrapped book that we think
others in the group would enjoy, and we have a
book exchange, accompanied by shared goodies.

Would you like to join
us? New members are al-
ways welcome. Meetings
take place on the third
Wednesday of the month
at 7 p.m. in the Kirk
Room of the Brownsville
Community Library.

Next month, we will be
discussing “The Solitude
of Prime Numbers,” by
0 Paolo Giordano. ®

NADIA HASHIMI
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OPINION

Entropy and Change

By Stephen A. Brenner

I had an interesting dream. There was a large
body of water. A giant excavator appeared and was
menacing people. I was throwing canning jars full
of water at the operators in the cab far above. The
scene then cut to a later time, with people trying to
piece together what had happened, viewed from
the air as events were explained after the fact.

The scene shifted to my home, which appeared
to have sustained major damage. The house, con-
structed of concrete and stone, had lost a massive
wall now resting at an angle. I wasn’t sure how I
would repair it given the scale of the destruction.
Then I went outside and saw a giant, ancient
Mesoamerican colonnade made of carved stone
still standing. It felt like a sacred continuity of
history, and I remember thinking I could adapt it
into a pleasant living space.

I woke up thinking less about the images them-
selves and more about what they suggested —
collapse followed by adaptation.

Lately, I've been studying physics and trying
to better understand the concept of entropy. It’s
commonly described as the universe moving
toward greater chaos, but a more accurate view
is that unstable, high-energy states resolve into
more stable configurations. In that sense, entropy
is not simply decay, but transformation. In my
view, the evolution of life trends toward greater
knowledge and self-awareness, though the pro-
cess is rarely smooth.

BROWNSVILLE LIBRARY CALENDAR

Parents & Pals Story Time
Wednesdays » 10-10:15 a.m.

A short story time followed by free play together.

Brownsville Stitchery Group
Wednesdays « 1-3 p.m.

Bring your project, have some fun — get things done!
Songs, Rhymes & More Story Time

Fridayse 11 a.m.

Story time with rhymes, songs, and a craft activity.

Library Advisory Board Meeting
Thursday, Jan. 8 « 4:30-5:30 p.m. « Kirk Room
Monthly meeting of the Brownsville Community
Library Advisory Board. Open to the public.
Estate Planning: Wills

Thursday, Jan. 15« 7-8 p.m. « Kirk Room

Learn the basics of estate planning with a focus on
creating a will.

Brownsville Book Club

Thursday, Jan. 21«7 p.m. « Kirk Room

A friendly, informal discussion of the month’s selected
book. New readers are always welcome.

Estate Planning: Advance Directives
Thursday, Jan. 22 « Noon-1 p.m. « Kirk Room

An informational program on advance directives and
planning for future health care decisions.

Human history reflects this same pattern. Next
year marks the 250th anniversary of American
democracy. That break from the tyranny of the
British monarchy required a bloody revolution.
You could argue that rule by kings was a stable
state, one that had persisted for centuries, yet it
was deeply flawed. Going back even further, two
thousand years ago, a Jewish prophet challenged
both religious orthodoxy and imperial rule. He
shifted the idea of divinity away from kings, em-
perors, and priests and toward something inter-
nal — the notion that the Kingdom of God existed
within each individual. He envisioned a more
compassionate way of being.

That brings us to our own period of chaos. Prior
to the Biden and Trump eras, one could say we
lived under a relatively stable world order. Yet that
stability carried major flaws, including extreme
concentration of wealth and a materialism that
erodes culture. Disruption was inevitable to move
toward a healthier state.

The danger lies in mistaking chaos for progress.
The destruction of democratic norms as an end
goal risks restoring an old order that was never
good for people or the planet. While we should
embrace the opportunity to make fundamental
change, we must do so thoughtfully and with
compassion. @

OSU EXTENSION SERVICE

Become a Master
Gardener Volunteer

OSU Extension Service in Linn and Benton
counties is now recruiting volunteers for its
Master Gardener training program. Master
Gardener volunteers are community members
who provide science-based, locally relevant gar-
dening advice while supporting education and
volunteer service throughout the region.

Paula Lupcho says of the program, “being a
part of the gardening community was like find-
ing my way home. I have loved every minute of
being a Master Gardener volunteer. Giving back
to the community through public service is the
core of the program and is personally rewarding.”

Learn more about the Master Gardener pro-
gram, training requirements and how to ap-
ply at https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/
linn-benton or call 541-967-3871. @
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SHORT TERM
RENTAL

[Elziia)

i'g LD
Awailable on Airbnb
925-289-9119

Available on Airbnb

541-915-9322
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Linn County SNAP Recipients Get More
Time to Replace Storm-Damaged Food

Linn County residents who receive SNAP benefits now have additional
time to request replacement food assistance after recent winter storms and
power outages.

The Oregon Department of Human Services (ODHS) has extended the
reporting deadline to 30 days for households that lost food purchased with
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits due to power
outages on Dec. 17, 2025. The extended deadline for Linn County SNAP re-
cipients is Jan. 16, 2026.

Households in counties included in the extension have more time than
usual to report food losses. SNAP recipients living outside the affected
counties must still report losses within 10 days of the incident and may be
asked to provide documentation.

How to request replacement benefits

Linn County residents can request replacement SNAP benefits in several
ways:

« (Call 800-699-9075 (relay calls welcome)

+ Email a completed form to oregon.benefits@odhsoha.oregon.gov

» Visit a local ODHS office

» Mail a request to the ONE Customer Service Center, PO Box 14015,

Salem, OR 97309 (must arrive by Jan. 16)

« Log in to a ONE Online account at https://benefits.oregon.gov

Approved replacement benefits are added to the household’s existing
EBT card, up to the amount of food lost or the household’s normal monthly
benefit.

For food pantries and additional assistance, residents can dial 211 or visit
https://www.211info.org. &

Utility Assistance Available in Central
Linn County

As winter energy costs rise, residents in Central Linn County — including
Brownsville, Halsey, Harrisburg, Shedd, Tangent, and Crawfordsville —
have access to several programs designed to help keep essential utilities
connected during times of financial strain.

One of the best places to start is Community Services Consortium, which
operates the 211 information line in Oregon. By dialing 211 or visiting
https:/www.communityservices.us, residents can be connected to local
resources for utility assistance, housing support, food programs, and emer-
gency aid throughout Linn County. Specialists can help determine eligibili-
ty and direct callers to the appropriate agencies.

Help with heating and electric bills may be available through the Low
Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) and the Oregon Energy
Assistance Program (OEAP). These programs provide payments that are
applied directly to a household’s utility bill. Residents should also contact
their utility provider, such as Pacific Power or Consumers Power Inc., to ask
about payment plans, bill assistance programs, or emergency relief options
that may help prevent disconnection.

Assistance is also available for phone and internet service. Oregon Lifeline
offers monthly discounts to qualifying low-income households through
participating service providers.

For additional guidance on utility services or consumer protections, res-
idents can contact the Oregon Public Utility Commission, which provides
information on assistance programs and utility regulations.

Residents experiencing financial hardship are encouraged to seek help
early, as many assistance programs are seasonal or limited in funding. &

{OUR LOCAL SOLAR SOLUTION

\“//4/

Serving the Willamette Valley

Free, No-Pressure Quotes
Top-Rated Customer Service
Real Renewable Energy |

Solutions that Work .
' 541-730 9899 miles@pureenergy.group

ALYRICA

INTERNET SERVICE PROVIDER

541-929-3330 ([ 541-368-2425 alyrica.net

Samaritan Lebanon to Temporarily
Pause Labor and Delivery Services
Beginning Jan. 15

Labor and delivery services at Samaritan Lebanon Community Hospital
will be temporarily paused beginning Jan. 15, 2026, due to a regional short-
age of OB-GYN physicians that has made continuous inpatient coverage
unavailable, hospital officials announced last week.

The pause follows a series of unexpected OB-GYN physician departures
across the Willamette Valley, including resignations at Samaritan Lebanon
and the discontinuation of OB-GYN services at another regional practice.
Together, those changes have created a significant staffing gap that has
proven difficult to fill, even with expanded national recruitment efforts and
outreach to staffing agencies and independent clinicians.

Hospital leaders emphasized that the decision is based solely on patient
safety. Labor and delivery services require continuous, predictable, around-
the-clock physician coverage to operate safely. Without that level of staff-
ing, officials said that intermittent operations or repeated diversions would
create confusion and pose potential risks to families seeking care.

“This pause is temporary, and we remain fully committed to restoring la-
bor and delivery services in Lebanon as quickly and safely as possible,” said
Jennifer Kimberlain, vice president of patient care services at Samaritan
Lebanon Community Hospital.

Outpatient OB-GYN services will continue on a limited basis at the
Lebanon Health Center on Fifth Street. Additional outpatient care remains
available at Samaritan locations in Sweet Home, Albany, and Corvallis.
Hospital officials are hopeful that labor and delivery services, could resume
as early as April 2026, depending on securing appropriate, continuous cli-
nician coverage.

During the temporary pause, expectant parents who anticipate delivery
after mid-January are encouraged to work with their providers to transition
care to Samaritan Albany General Hospital or Good Samaritan Regional
Medical Center in Corvallis. Both facilities are preparing for increased pa-
tient volume.

To support patients and staff, Samaritan has implemented individualized
outreach to help families transition care, established safe transfer proto-
cols for urgent and emergent situations, and will keep highly trained labor
and delivery nurses onsite to assist the emergency department with ob-
stetric emergencies. Samaritan is also partnering with the Oregon Nurses
Association to support nursing staff during the pause, and officials con-
firmed that no layoffs will occur. &

SERVING THE WILLAMETTE VALLEY

Is your
Medicare Advantage

plan ready for 20267

v Advantage Plans
v Supplement Plans

v Prescription
Drug Plans

Donald Lakeberg

LICENSED INDEPENDENT AGENT

PHONE: 503-737-4081

LakebergGroup

A Trusted Local Agency in Albany, Oregon
Email: DONALD@LAKEBERGGROUP.COM ¢ WWW.LAKEBERGGROUP.COM
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SHERIFF’S REPORT

Information in the Sheriff’s
Report is provided by The Linn
County Sheriff’s Daily Media
Log of Dispatched Calls and
Cases. Incident details may be
limited or delayed depending
on agency availability prior to
our weekly publication dead-
line. Addresses typically reflect
the location of the incident or
arrest, though in some cases
they may indicate the origin of
the call.

An individual’s arrest or
citation reported here does not
imply guilt. Guilt or innocence
is determined only through the
judicial process.

The following is a list of ab-
breviations that may appear
in our log reports: LCSO (Linn
County Sheriff’s Office); OSP
(Oregon State Police); LCCC
(Linn County Circuit Court);
LCJC (Linn County Justice
Court); AMC (Albany Municipal
Court); FTA (failure to appear);
FTC (failure to comply). A
roman numeral listed after a
charge means that the charge
is that numbered-degree: theft
I (first-degree theft).

Sunday, December 21

1:18 p.m. Sherry
Charlene Chase, 52, of
Sheridan was issued a cita-
tion for 61 in a posted 45mph
zone and driving uninsured
at W Bishop Way/Pearl St,
Brownsville.

4:11 p.m. — Brian Paul
Gardner, 52, of Harrisburg
was taken to Lebanon

Community Hospital on a
Police Officer Hold in the 100
block of N 7th St, Harrisburg.
Report taken.

11:00 p.m. — Deputy
documented ongoing civil
issue between spouses that
may also have some mental
health issues in the 32900
block of Diamond Hill Dr,
Harrisburg.

WHERE TO MANAGE YOUR TREES

Monday, December 22

7:47 a.m. — Tabitha Ealy,
27, of Sweet Home was is-
sued a citation for speeding
at N Coburg Rd/Diamond
Hill Dr, Harrisburg.

8:32 a.m. — Tisa Cupp,
53, of Eugene, was cited for
speeding 79 in a 55mph zone
in the 23500 block of Hwy
99E, Harrisburg.

9:04 a.m. — Deputy re-
sponded to a call of vandal-
ized farm equipment in the
29100 block of Seven Mile
Ln, Shedd. Report taken.

Tuesday, December 23

1:09 p.m. — Robert Byers,
57, of Corvallis, cited for fail-
ure to carry proof of insur-
ance. Mr. Byers was warned
for additional violations
at S Main St/Vroman Ave,
Brownsville.

1:52 p.m. — Sarah Austin,
41, of Harrisburg was issued
a citation for failure to carry
proof of insurance in the
400 block of Territorial St,
Harrisburg.

3p.m. — Cody Frye, 33, of
Junction City was cited for
expired tags and warned
for other violations at
Washburn St/W Cooley Ave,
Brownsville.

4:22 p.m. — Deputy ad-
dressed juveniles quarreling
over a romantic issue in the
32300 block of Old Oak Dr,
Tangent.

7:46 p.m. Lamont
Lawrence, 44, of Woodburn
was arrested for outstanding
warrants in the 28500 block
of Ogle Rd, Shedd. Lamont
was lodged at the Linn
County Jail.

Wednesday, Dec. 24
9:30 a.m. — Chelsie Lyn

Jasper, 35, of Brownsville

was issued a citation for fail-

Land Management Services, Logging,
& Road/Driveway Maintenance.

541-367-2111 « www.cascadetimber.com
PO Box 446 « 3210 Highway 20 « Sweet Home, OR

ure to obey a traffic control
device at W Bishop Way/
Loucks Way, Brownsville.

3:22 p.m. Deputies
responded to a reported
DUII. A black Chevy pick-
up with a wooden trailer
was reportedly swerving
all over the road and exited
at Hwy 34 at Columbus,
Tangent. Deputies were un-
able to locate. Albany Police
Department was notified.

4:24 p.m. — Hector Paz
Leon, 19, of Springfield,
was observed doing cook-
ies in a church parking lot
at 31800 Diamond Hill Dr,
Harrisburg. He was cited for
careless driving and driving
with a suspended driver’s
license.

10:28 p.m. — Deputy
conducted an extra patrol
at Eagle Park in Harrisburg
and located an unoccupied
camp northwest of the dog
park.

Friday, December 26

1:07 p.m. — Civil dispute
with water lines was report-
ed in the 500 block of Kay
Ave, Brownsville.

4:42 p.m. — Deputy per-
formed a welfare check in
the 33100 block of Fuchsia
Ln, Tangent.

8:47 p.m. — Cory Evans, 46,
of Florence was issued a ci-
tation for driving while sus-
pended in the 22100 block of
N Coburg Rd, Harrisburg.

Saturday, Dec. 27

6:38 a.m. — Harold Becker,
54, of Brownsville, was is-
sued a citation for failure to
obey a traffic control device
at Washburn St/W Cooley
Ave, Brownsville.

7:17 am. Brittany
Wilfong, 35, of Brownsville,
was issued a citation for fail-

. Tree Fix

TREE PROBLEMS SOLVED

Scott Schones ¢ Cell: 541-961-9699
34265 Powell Hills Loop, Shedd, Oregon 97377

treefixmail@gmail.com ® www.treefix.net

LICENSED, BONDED, INSURED

ure to obey a traffic control
device in the 100 block of E
Bishop Way, Brownsville.

8:08 a.m. — John
Goodmansen, 51, of
Brownsville, was issued a
citation for failure to obey a
traffic control device in the
100 block of E Bishop Way,
Brownsville.

8:27 a.m. — Roger Geeting,
72, of Brownsville, was is-
sued a citation for failure to
obey a traffic control device.
in the 500 block of E Bishop
Way, Brownsville.

9:43 a.m. — Lucas Riley, 47,
of Sweet Home, was issued
citations for driving while
suspended, driving unin-
sured, and failure to register
his vehicle. Lucas’ vehicle
was also towed as a nuisance
at N Main/Spaulding Ave,
Brownsville.

11:16 a.m. Madison
Stewart, 33 of Eugene, was
issued a citation for failure
to obey a traffic control
device in the 300 block of
Templeton St, Brownsville.

11:32 a.m. Charles
Nixon, 57, of Sweet Home
was issued citations for driv-
ing uninsured, and driving
without an ignition interlock
device in the 200 block of S
Main St, Brownsville.

1:40 p.m. Ximena
Martinez, 60, of Springfield
was issued a citation for
speeding in the 30600
block of Diamond Hill Dr,
Harrisburg.

2:06 p.m. — William Pitts,
47, of Brownsville,wasissued
a citation for failure to renew
vehicle registration at Enos
Dr/Hwy 228, Brownsville.

2:44 p.m.— Seth Ferrell, 21,
of Brownsville, was issued
a citation for driving unin-
sured at Washburn St/W

NEW OREGON FORESTRY

%rpgo™

Bishop Way, Brownsville.

3:03 p.m. — Philip
Bumgardner, 37, of
Harrisburg, was issued a
citation for failure to obey a
traffic control device in the
300 block of Templeton St,
Brownsville.

3:25 p.m. Ricardo
Jimenez, 40, of Eugene, was
issued a citation for failure
to obey a traffic control de-
vice in the 34300 block of
Hwy 228, Brownsville.

3:25 p.m. Deputies
responded to a dog owner
complaining their dog was
attacked. Christina Osborne,
51, of Albany, and Olivia
Deleon, 41, of Tangent, was
issued a citation for dog
as a public nuisance in the
32100 block of Old Oak Dr,
Tangent.

Sunday, December 28
6:34 p.m. Deputies
respond to a trespass in
Tangent that had occurred
earlier in the night. Jessica
Henderson, 37, of Tangent,
was cited in lieu of custody
for an unrelated outstanding
warrant in the 32300 block
of Old Oak Dr, Tangent. &

A FULL SERVICE TIMBER COMPANY

KYLE TURNER
PROJECT MANAGER

541-393-7424
neworegonforestry.com
neworegonforestry@gmail.com

Specializing in purchasing timber and
land, offering a seamless process that
ensures fair and competitive evaluations

David K. Hansen )

RETIREMENT & INVESTMENT SERVICES

LINC&LN
INVESTMENT

541-242-3553

dhansen@lincolninvestment.com

Securities offered through Lincoln Investment, Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA / SIPC. Advisory
Services offered through Lincoln Investment or Capital Analysts, Registered Investment Advisers.

N

b

202 N Main Street, Brownsville «

Pioneer Bookkeeping
& Tax Service

Cindy Clark, LTC#4910

“Full Service for Small Businesses!”
Income Tax Preparations - Reasonable Rates
Evenings & Weekends by Appointments

OBTP#B00696

541-466-3144

Mobile: 541-730-5064

Alex Johnson Il principal Broker

Email: alex2.truelife@gmail.com

LI

FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS mml
VETERAN OWNED

e Medicare Solutions
e Life Insurance

e Cancer Insurance

www.TrueLifeFinancialSolutions.com
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BROWNSVILLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

2025 Holiday Lights Contest Winners

The Brownsville Chamber of Commerce announced the top four
winners of their annual Holiday Lights Contest, selected from 14 dec-
orated homes and businesses throughout Brownsville.

The event ran from Dec. 5 to 25 with a map and voting available at
https://www.historicbrownsville.com/holiday-lights-contest.

Winners received gift certificates from Brownsville Chamber
members. The Chamber wishes congratulations to the winners, and
thanks the businesses and residents who supported this community

tradition by decorating, viewing, and voting. &

PHOTOS: JENNA STUTSMAN

2nd Place — 600 Washburn St. received gift certificates for
Bryan’s Woodshed, Sharing Hands Thrift Store, NAPA Auto
Parts, and Belle Ame Cosmetics.

3rd Place — 849 Northpoint Loop received gift certificates
for Randy’s Main Street Coffee, Brownsville Art Association
Center, and Mema'’s Country Kitchen.

4th Place — 212 School Ave. received gift certificates for
J & S Supply and Brownsville Pharmacy & Gifts.

Ist Place — 518 Kirk Ave. received gift certificates for Joe GIo, Carlson Hardware & Lumber Yard,
The Brownsville Times, and Janky Bird.

From your home to your land, these businesses work hard to keep our community
looking its best — and they help keep The Brownsville Times going strong.

O STo
Storage Units, Inside and Outside

RV/Boat Storage
Located in Brownsville

(541) 990-1992

RESTCO

PRESIDENT e CCB: 203129
VETERAN-OWNED COMPANY &

=SERVICE =
LICENSED * BONDED ¢ INSURED
V o HVAC SERVICE
Cell:
Fax:

3.

JG JIMENEZ QUALITY HOMES

NEW BOILDS - RENDDELS

GENERAL CONTRACTOR - J. Carlos Jimenez

Fernando Ledesma

General Contractor L&F LLc

Lawn Service * Mulch - Mow - Weeding

+ Clean-UPS - Pruning
* Pressure Washing

Free Estimates

)

UniversalGeneralConstruction3@gmail.com

541-981-9144

CEO: Bulmaro R.
CCB: 250302

Free Estimates!

New Construction ¢ Remodeling ¢ Patios '\
Siding ® Windows/Doors  Flooring ® Fences
Painting e Flat Concrete  Porch Cover Remodel

NORTHERN ROCK SUPPLY LLc

ALL YOUR ROCKING NEEDS: drain rock
crushed rock « rip rap e pit run « loam sand
bark dust  old chips ¢ cat work « backhoe work

FREE ESTIMATES
No job is too big or too small!

Larry 541-979-8241 . Cody 541-974-3277
CCB #124385

) WY/ bt M "fu’;., v b, N
5414736700374

— Free Estimates —

- General
Construction
p O L - Interior
dm% - Exterior
SN (/& - Residential

541-224-1195 e jucaji_22@MSN.com
Mitch Carter,

CCB#235048
Owner

i
%WJIO 541-367-5655
PLUMBING

100 Main St

NORM'S
ELECTRIC INC.

Electric Contractors Since 1971

279 Templeton Ave - PO Box 28
Brownsville, OR 97327

Electrical Material Available
‘Residential -Commercial -Agricultural
541-466-5328 - CCB #55960

call Damian.Torr.es 503-551-2837 CCB#254413 CCB#238I8I Sweet Home
dtrpaintinglici3@gmail.com
Carlson Hardware
INSTALL - RESURFACE . REPAIR & Lumber Yard
111 Stanard Ave.
CCB#225744 Brownsville

Full-service Chip Seal Paving

+ Residential Driveways
« Commercial Parking Lots
« Pavement Maintenance

503-673-3399
WeGotAsphalt.com
Paving the Willamette Valley Since 1998

(541) 466-5108
Monday-Saturday 8-5

Family
E owned &
.  operated

The helpful place. since 1942

2-\|=
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Est.1975 N\ B

» COMMERCIAL!

info@davisglass.net | davisglass.net
230 2nd Ave SE | Albany, OR 97321
Phone: [541] 926-1962

y\_ Nicholson

| /'E. Construction—]
m & Remodel LLC

- Affordable Home Upgrades:

Exterior: Siding - Paint - Doors - Windows - Decks - Patio Covers
Interior: Drywall - Paint - Trim - Cabinet Install - Kitchen & Bath Remodels

Real Estate Repair Addendums
Bonded & insured  Call Jason: 541-401-1355
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