
CENTRAL LINN BOYS’ BASEBALL

Baseball Season in Full Swing at Central Linn High

Spring has arrived, and with it comes the return of baseball 
at Central Linn High School.

The boys’ varsity baseball team took to the field on March 
2 for their first practice of the season on the diamond behind 
the school. With clear skies, fresh air, and temperatures near-
ing 60 degrees, it was the kind of afternoon that reminded 
everyone why baseball is a hallmark of spring in the valley.

Players showed strong energy and enthusiasm as they 
worked through drills and warmups, shaking off the winter 
months and getting back into game form. Coaches focused 
on fundamentals while the team settled into the rhythm of 
the new season.

For many in the community, the start of baseball season 
brings more than just competition. It signals evenings at the 

ballpark, the smell of hot dogs at the concession stand, and 
the simple joy of watching hometown athletes compete.

This year’s Central Linn varsity squad appears ready to 
make its mark. With a mix of returning players and new en-
ergy, the Cobras are looking to build momentum early in the 
season.

Fans won’t have to wait long to see the team in action. 
Central Linn will host its first official game of the season 
on Monday, March 16, at 4:30 p.m., when the Cobras face off 
against rival Elmira on their home field.

Community members are encouraged to come out, enjoy a 
spring afternoon, and cheer on the Cobras as the season gets 
underway. 
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BINGO WRAP

Back row left to right Coach Davis, Hixson Lauzon, Matthew Torres-Klein, Kurry Travis, Bryson Hancock, Colton Hein, Jacob Helms, Ethan Fuston, 
Gage Harris, Colten Northern, Head Coach Ty Kohler. Front row: Aksel Karo, Jeremiah Donahue, Isaac Kropff, Alonzo Silva-Ortiz, Elijah Jefferey, 
Cameron Offutt. Not pictured: Stan Falk, Parks Wellhouser

When the Looms Were Running
By Sharon K. Banks, Staff Writer and Columnist

At 91, Brownsville native Howard Hamilton remembers 
working at the Brownsville Woolen Mill as a teenager — 
and the night the 1955 fire brought an end to an era.

Howard Hamilton was just 13 years old when he started 
working at the Brownsville Woolen Mill, following in the 
footsteps of his parents, who were both employees there. 
Born in 1934 and raised in Brownsville, Howard grew up 
in a town where the woolen mill served as the economic 
and social center of the community. At that time, the mill 
employed about 50 people. His mother worked in the office, 
and his father managed 
two departments.

Because he was un-
derage, Howard’s first 
job at the mill came with 
a warning from his boss: 
if anyone wearing a suit 
came in, he was to hide.

Howard attend-
ed Brownsville High 
School, which once stood 
where the Brownsville 
Rec Center is located 
today. He graduated in 
1953, about six years be-
fore Central Linn High 
School was built in near-
by Halsey.

Top left: Howard Hamilton’s 1953 senior portrait. Middle: Howard in the third grade 1943-44. Top right: Howard today. 
Bottom: The Brownsville Woolen Mill in its industrial prime. 

LOOMS continued on 
page 9 



2 - The Brownsville Times	 REGIONAL EVENTS	 Thursday, March 12, 2026

ONGOING EVENTS

Free Coffee, Donuts, & Fellowship 
Wednesdays • 9:30 a.m. • Central Valley Church,  
657 American Dr., Halsey (not a church sponsored event).

Not Rocket Science Trivia
Thursdays • 6 p.m. (ongoing) • Free 
Dixie Creek Saloon, 32994 OR-99E, Tangent
Weekly pub trivia with bragging rights on the line. 
Bring a team and play every Thursday night.
Friday Morning Veteran’s Breakfast
Fridays • 8-10 a.m. • Elmer’s Restaurant 
2802 Santiam Hwy SE, Albany • 541-928-4227
Join fellow veteran’s over a cup of coffee and plate 
of good food as stories are shared, memories made, 
and friendships created. All Veterans are welcome.
Karaoke Saturdays at The Honey Hole
Saturdays • 7 p.m. •The Honey Hole Bar & Grill 
10 W 1st St, Halsey
Sing your heart out every Saturday night! Enjoy $3 
Coors draft specials and a $15 club wrap with fries 
while you take the stage.
Modern Square Dance Lessons
Sundays • 5:30–7:30 p.m. 
The first class is free. $6 per person or $15 per family.  
Lebanon Senior Center, 80 Tangent St., Lebanon
Beginner-friendly modern square dance lessons led 
by caller Shaun McKamey. No partner or experience 
required. First class free; $6 per person or $15 per 
family. All ages welcome.
https://www.lebanonsquarecirclers.com 
541-401-9780

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sustainability Fair
Thursday, March 12 • 5–7 p.m. 
CH2M Hill Alumni Center, Oregon State University, 
Corvallis
Hosted by the Corvallis Sustainability Coalition, this 
free, family-friendly event features 60+ hands-on ex-
hibits, local food from New Morning Bakery, and live 
music by the Nick Rivard/Ben Woodman Jazz Guitar 
Duo. The Sustainability Town Hall runs from 7–9 p.m. 
(registration required for the Town Hall only). 
https://sustainablecorvallis.org/2026- 
sustainability-fair-has-something-for-everyone
Alice in Wonderland
March 13, 14, 15, 19, 20, 21 • Times vary 
Albany Civic Theater, 111 W 1st Ave, Albany
Adapted for young audiences, this family-friendly 
stage production follows Alice down the rabbit hole 
into Wonderland, meeting the White Rabbit, Mad 
Hatter, Tweedledee and Tweedledum, the Queen 
of Hearts, and other beloved characters. Box office 
opens 45 minutes before each performance. 
https://www.albanycivic.org • 541-928-4603
Morningstar Grange Spring Craft Bazaar
Friday–Saturday, March 13–14 
Fri 4–8 p.m.; Sat 10 a.m.–4 p.m.
Morningstar Grange, 38794 Morningstar Rd. NE, 
Millersburg
Shop for everyday items from local vendors at this 
two-day spring bazaar. Dinner served Friday from 
4–7 p.m. Lunch served Saturday from 11 a.m.–2 
p.m. Menu includes soups, burgers, hot dogs, chips, 
drinks, and more. 
541-666-0410 • morningstargrange@gmail.com
60th Annual Oregon State Open Fiddle 
Contest
Saturday, March 14 • 9 a.m. – 10:15 p.m.  
Lebanon Mennonite Church, 2100 S 2nd St., Lebanon
The Oregon Oldtime Fiddlers’ Association will host 
its 60th Annual Oregon State Open Fiddle Contest 
featuring nine divisions, including age-based 
categories and a Championship/Open division. First 

STAY CONNECTED WITH CENTRAL LINN! 
Discover upcoming events or add your own 

to our community calendar:

https://brownsvilletimes.org/ 
community-calendar

rounds begin at 9 a.m. Championship rounds start 
at 7 p.m., followed by the judges’ show at 9 p.m. 
and final awards at 9:30 p.m. Admission is free, with 
donations appreciated. 
Central Linn Booster Club Annual Auction
Saturday, March 14 • 5 p.m. 
Central Linn High School, 32433 Highway 228, Halsey
Doors open at 5 p.m., with the silent auction from 5 
to 6:20 p.m., dinner at 5:30 p.m., and the live auction 
at 7 p.m. Tickets are $25 per person or $300 for a 
table of 10. Proceeds support Central Linn athletic 
programs and student clubs. 
https://www.facebook.com/CobraBoosterClub 
cobraboosterclub@hotmail.com • 541-740-9028
Tangent Together Auction Wrap Party
Sunday, March 15 • 1–3 p.m. 
Dixie Creek Saloon, 32994 OR-99E, Tangent
Celebrate the conclusion of Tangent Together’s St. 
Patrick’s Day Online Auction. Community members 
can gather with neighbors to pick up auction 
winnings.
World Cultures & Travel:  
Australia’s Wild Side
Thursday, March 19 • 7–8:30 p.m. • Free 
Brownsville Community Library, Kirk Room
Travel photographer Don Lyon will present 
“Australia’s Wild Side,” sharing images and stories 
from his explorations across Australia’s outback. 
Lyon, who has visited more than 100 countries, 
describes Australia as a naturalist’s paradise, where 
unique plants and wildlife tell remarkable stories 
of survival and adaptation. This is the final World 
Cultures & Travel program of the spring season. 
For the Love of Birds Munch Night
Friday, March 20 • 6 p.m. • $15 donation requested 
American Legion Hall, 339 N. Main St., Brownsville
Calapooia Food Alliance hosts OSU Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation student Meredith Love for a presenta-
tion on backyard birding, habitat, conservation, and 
how the public can help bird research. Salad buffet, 
bread, dip, and dessert provided. Bring your own 
place setting and non-alcoholic beverage. 
https://www.calapooiafoodalliance.org
Linn County Flea Market
Saturday, March 21 • 8 a.m. early admission 
9 a.m.—2:30 p.m. general admission
Linn County Fairgrounds, Santiam Building, 3700 
Knox Butte Rd. E, Albany
Shop antiques, collectibles, vintage goods, and 
unique finds from dozens of vendors. Early buyer ad-
mission is $10, cash only, beginning at 8 a.m. General 
admission is $5, cash only, from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Children 12 and younger are free, and parking is free. 
https://linncountyfleamarket.com
The Weston A. Price Foundation Meet, 
Greet & Eat
Saturday, March 21 • 4–6:30 p.m.
Natural Grocers demo kitchen, 1235 NW 10th St., 
Corvallis
Bring a dish to share along with a list of ingredients 
(for allergy-sensitive folks) and your own tableware. 
“The 11 Wise Traditions” booklets will be available 
for purchase at $5 each, along with free Weston A. 
Price Foundation handouts. We have a new plan for 
2026, so show up and join the fun. All are welcome.
https://chapters.westonaprice.org/ 
linnbentoncounties • 541-954-2047

Sharing 
Hands

GROCERY LIST

Complete Meals
Canned Tuna
Canned Chicken 
Canned Spaghe
i
Canned Ravioli
Canned Soup
Canned Broth
Canned Veggies
Canned Fruit
Jelly/Jam
Syrup
Ketchup & Mustard

Canned Goods

Bread
Buns
English 
Muffins
Cereal
Crackers
Dry Pasta

Sugar
Snacks
Spices

Grains 
& Breads

Milk
Cheese
Kraft Mac & Cheese
Fresh Fruit

Please 
no 
expired 
items.

Toothbrushes
Toothpaste
Shampoo
Conditioner
Soap
Laundry soap

TANGENT TOGETHER

Online Auction 
Underway; Bidding 
Open Through 
March 15

Bidding is now open for Tangent Together’s 
Third Annual St. Patrick’s Day Online Auction. 
The online fundraiser started on March 8 and 
continues through Saturday, March 15, with bid-
ding ending at 2 p.m.

Participants can view items, create a bidder 
profile, and place bids at https://app.bidbeacon.
com/#/auction/ZD4EWA.

Organizers report strong early interest, with 
bidders already competing for themed gift bas-
kets, local gift certificates, handcrafted items, and 
unique experiences donated by area businesses 
and supporters. Proceeds will support Tangent 
Together’s community events and scholarship 
programs throughout the year.

“This fundraiser helps us continue creating 
opportunities for connection and support in 
Tangent,” Marcy Hermens said. “Every bid goes 
back into the community.”

The event concludes with an in-person cele-
bration on Saturday, March 15, at Dixie Creek 
Saloon. The Auction Wrap-Up Party takes place 
from noon to 3 p.m., giving supporters a chance 
to gather, celebrate, and connect with neighbors 
after a week of online bidding.

Winning bidders can begin picking up their 
items starting at 2 p.m. during the event.

Organizers encourage participants to keep an 
eye on their favorite items as the auction enters 
its final days, noting that bidding activity typical-
ly intensifies as the closing deadline approaches.

Community members can also follow Tangent 
Together on Facebook for auction updates, fea-
tured items, and event reminders.

Tangent Together is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to strengthening community connec-
tions and supporting local initiatives in Tangent 
through events, partnerships, and service proj-
ects. 

https://www.lebanonsquarecirclers.com
https://sustainablecorvallis.org/2026-sustainability-fair-has-something-for-everyone
https://sustainablecorvallis.org/2026-sustainability-fair-has-something-for-everyone
https://www.albanycivic.org
mailto:morningstargrange@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/CobraBoosterClub
mailto:cobraboosterclub@hotmail.com
https://www.calapooiafoodalliance.org
https://linncountyfleamarket.com
https://chapters.westonaprice.org/
https://brownsvilletimes.org/community-calendar/
https://app.bidbeacon.com/#/auction/ZD4EWA/details
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61575518715612
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Now Accepting Grant Applications
If your organization is working to improve lives, solve problems, 
or create a stronger future, we encourage you to apply.

Learn more and apply by March 31:

Supporting Nonprofit Organizations & Community Projects In Central Linn County

LINN COUNTY PIONEER ASSOCIATION

Calling all Pioneer Descendants
BROWNSVILLE — The Linn County Pioneer Association (LCPA) invites 

all descendants of the Linn County Pioneers to be in the Grand Parade June 
20, 2026 in Brownsville. The descendants can display their family name on 
a sign or banner! The parade starts at 10 a.m. on the corner of Highway 
228 and Templeton St. in Brownsville. There will be a horse & wagon ride 
available until it is filled up or you have the option of walking the parade 
route. For questions Call Karen at 541-619-5428. We hope to see you there 
for a fun time.

For the latest information, visit https://www.pioneerpicnic.com, find the 
Linn County Pioneer Association on Facebook, call 541-466-5656, or email 
lcpa1887@gmail.com. 

Friday, March 20

presents

6 p.m. • $15
Munch Night
American Legion
339 N Main St., Brownsville

calapooiafood@gmal.com
www.calapooiafoodaliance.org

Contact Us

Meredith Love, an OSU Fish and
Wildlife Conservation student
with years of study and field
research will be discussing;
habitat, safety, human impact,
conservation, equipment/apps
and how we can help with
research of backyard birding.

We will be serving a salad 
buffet, fresh rye bread,  

spinach artichoke dip 
and cake. Please provide 

your own non-alcoholic 
drink and place setting.

CALAPOOIA FOOD ALLIANCE

For the Love of Birds: OSU Student 
to Speak at March Munch Night

BROWNSVILLE — Bird enthusiasts and backyard naturalists are invited 
to learn how they can help protect and support bird populations during 
Calapooia Food Alliance’s March Munch Night on Friday, March 20.

The program will 
feature Meredith 
Love, an Oregon 
State University 
Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation stu-
dent with extensive 
academic and field 
research experi-
ence. Love will dis-
cuss the increasing 
challenges faced by 
birds in a rapidly 
changing environ-
ment and share 
practical ways com-
munity members 
can make a differ-
ence nearby.

Her presentation will highlight the importance of habitat, birding safety, 
the impact of human activities on bird populations, conservation efforts, 
recommended equipment and mobile apps, and how residents can support 
bird research through backyard birding.

Munch Night starts at 6 p.m. at the American Legion Hall, 339 N. Main St., 
Brownsville. This month’s menu includes a salad buffet with broccoli, kale, 
and pasta salads, fresh rye bread with spinach artichoke dip, and cake made 
by the CFA Board.

Guests are asked to bring their own place setting and a non-alcoholic 
beverage. A $15 donation is suggested.

More information is available at https://www.calapooiafoodalliance.org 
or by emailing calapooiafood@gmail.com. 

2026 LINN COUNTY LAMB AND WOOL FAIR 

Junior Court Applications Due 
March 17

Linn County second graders have an opportunity to represent their com-
munities as members of the 2026 Linn County Lamb and Wool Fair Junior 
Court.

Applications are now open for the program, which selects up to five chil-
dren through a random drawing process. Junior Court members participate 
in parades and public appearances that promote the annual Lamb and Wool 
Fair while serving as youth ambassadors throughout the fair season.

To qualify, applicants must live in Linn County or attend school within 
the county and be enrolled in second grade or a homeschool equivalent. 
Completed applications must be submitted by Tuesday, March 17, 2026.

The Lamb and Wool Fair Royal Court Committee will review all appli-
cations for eligibility and completeness before conducting the drawing. 
Families of selected participants will be contacted directly. All other appli-
cants will receive notification by email.

Junior Court members are required to attend several official events, 
including:

• Royal Court Social — Saturday, April 18, 2–4 p.m. in Scio
• Royal Court Coronation — Friday, May 15, 6–8 p.m. in Scio
• Lamb and Wool Fair Parade — Saturday, May 16, 9 a.m.–noon in Scio
Members may also participate in additional summer parades, including:
• Lebanon Strawberry Festival Grand Parade — Saturday, June 6
• Brownsville Pioneer Picnic Parade — Saturday, June 20
• Stayton Fourth of July Parade — Saturday, July 4
• Sweet Home Sportsman’s Holiday Parade — Saturday, July 11
Times for summer parades will be announced.
Parents are responsible for providing transportation to and from all

events as directed by the Royal Court Committee.
Junior Court members receive official attire, including a dress, sash, tiara, 

and Royal Court shirt. Participants are expected to wear designated outfits 
and approved hairstyles during appearances.

Throughout their term, members take part in promotional photos, at-
tend formal ceremonies, ride parade floats, and interact with Royal Court 
Princesses and community members. The program is supervised by the 
Lamb and Wool Fair Royal Court Committee, which retains sole discretion 
to dismiss a member at any time.

Applications are available at https://forms.gle/zwbdq1qTfJCiA9557. Late 
or incomplete submissions will not be considered.

Questions may be directed to Royal Court Coordinator Sydney Rimer at 
LWRoyalCourt@gmail.com. 

Black-capped Chikadee

https://www.pioneerpicnic.com
mailto:lcpa1887@gmail.com
http://www.calapooiafoodaliance.org
mailto:calapooiafood@gmal.com
https://www.calapooiafoodalliance.org
mailto:calapooiafood@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/zwbdq1qTfJCiA9557
mailto:LWRoyalCourt@gmail.com
https://centlinncf.org/grant-application/
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SHORT TERM 
RENTAL

Available on Airbnb

925-289-9119
TheAverillHouse@gmail.com

Solar Powered Farmhouse 
with EV Charger
Available on Airbnb
541-915-9322

WHERE TO STAY

Steller’s View
Available on Airbnb & VRBO

Secluded 2 bedroom near downtown Brownsville

Fresh Clay, Fresh Finds at Peoria Pottery Cart
By Mikayle Stole, Editor

PEORIA — The self-serve pottery cart at 29526 
Peoria Road has been restocked with a fresh 
collection of handmade ceramics by local artist 
Diana Cook.

Cook, a retired environmental research sci-
entist, says pottery has become both a creative 
outlet and a grounding daily practice. Growing 
up along the banks of the Willamette River, she 
developed a lifelong connection to nature that 
now influences her work at the wheel.

“I love playing in the mud,” Cook said with 
a laugh, describing the meditative rhythm of 
throwing clay. “It’s relaxing, creative, and keeps 
you fit.”

Her studio, which overlooks the river, is shared 
with her husband, painter Cory Cook, creating a 
household immersed in the arts.

Cook’s latest pieces feature a range of func-
tional and decorative ceramics, including mugs, 
bowls, serving dishes, and kitchenware. Prices 
range from $3 to $25, with most mugs priced at 
$10.

Her designs draw inspiration from several 
sources, including her Scandinavian heritage 
and a love of classic blue-on-white pottery. She 
is also experimenting with glaze colors that echo 
the vivid blues and turquoises of Yellowstone’s 
Morning Glory Pool.

Cook studied pottery under Salem instructor 
Craig Martel, whose mentorship helped shape 
her technical foundation.

She expressed gratitude to customers who 
placed special orders this past month and to the 
many community members who continue to sup-
port local handmade art.

The pottery cart is open to the public and oper-
ates on a self-serve basis. 

A variety of Diana’s handmade ceramics fill the shelves of 
her pottery cart. 

Diana Cook’s self-serve roadside pottery cart on Peoria 
Road in Halsey features a rotating selection of her 
handmade ceramics, offering locally crafted mugs, bowls, 
and kitchenware on the honor system.

BROWNSVILLE ART ASSOCIATION

Watercolor Batik 
Class Explores 
Luminous Wax-
Resist Technique
Register by March 14

Area artists and creative learners are invited 
to explore the layered beauty of watercolor ba-
tik at a hands-on workshop coming up at the 
Brownsville Art Center.

Instructor Mishelle Tourtillott will teach 
“Watercolor Batik on Japanese Rice Paper” on 
Saturday, March 
21, from 1 to 4 
p.m. The three-
hour class intro-
duces the unique 
wax-resist tech-
nique used to cre-
ate richly layered, 
luminous water-
color artwork on 
delicate Japanese 
paper.

P a r t i c i p a n t s 
will learn the 
complete batik process while creating their 
own finished piece. Tourtillott will provide wax, 
brushes, Japanese paper, wax-resist materials, 
pens, and newspapers. Students are asked to 
bring their own watercolor paints and brushes.

The class is open to individuals aged 16 and 
older and is limited to eight students to provide 
personalized instruction. A minimum of five par-
ticipants is necessary. The fee is $50 per student.

The Brownsville Art Center is located at 255 
N. Main St. Visit https://brownsvilleart.org for 
details and registration. 

COURTESY OF DIANA COOK

COURTESY OF DIANA COOK

COURTESY OF MISHELLE TOURTILLOTT

LINN COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM 

A New Exhibit Tells the Story of Linn County’s Agriculture 
By Mandy Cole, Staff Writer

Way back in 1982, soon after the Linn County Historical Museum was in-
stalled in the Southern Pacific train depot, a team of energetic volunteers 
went to work assembling exhibits from a random collection of artifacts do-
nated by local descendants of pioneer settlers. These artifacts were cleverly 
crafted into museum displays such as the Dry Goods Store, the Dressmaker’s 
Shop, and the Agriculture exhibit. Now, over four decades on, some of the 
exhibits need updating, especially the Agriculture display. Because Linn 
County’s agriculture has such an interesting and important history, a better 
story needs to be told.

Here’s a sneak preview of the story the new exhibit will tell: we’ll begin 
13,000 years ago with the Indigenous inhabitants of the Willamette who 
maintained the abundance of animal and plant foods through seasonal 
burning of the prairies. When settlers entered the Willamette Valley in the 
mid-1800s, they were entranced by the fertility and park-like nature of the 
landscape, not realizing the land was a product of Kalapuyan ecological 
practices. The new arrivals overtook Native lands, installed fencing, stopped 
the annual burning, and began subsistence farming. Linn County’s story 
continues with the growing importance of agriculture as an economic en-

gine. More and more laborers were need-
ed, attracting a diverse work force of im-
migrants from China, Hawaii, Mexico, and 
including Europeans, African Americans, 
and Black pioneers; consequently, Linn 
County’s social and cultural picture was 
transformed. Today, agriculture plays a 
hugely important role in Linn County’s 
and Oregon’s economies, driving our 
prosperity and livability. 

Since creating a new Agriculture exhibit 
costs heaps of money, museum staff ap-
plied to the Linn County Cultural Coalition 
for funding and, fortunately, were granted 
$2000. The Friends of the Linn County Museum contributed $500 in match-
ing funds. The project is expected to be completed by the end of this year. 

Watch for the opening of the Museum’s updated Agriculture exhibit in 
early 2027. 

MANDY COLE

mailto:TheAverillHouse@gmail.com
https://brownsvilleart.org
https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/985334350835912711
https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/970273912365372641
https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/1330505081571873919
https://www.vrbo.com/4504015
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The Cost of Creativity
Rising Expenses and Fading Volunteers Challenge Central Linn Arts
By Liam Hamilton, Guest Writer

On a Tuesday night, seven women 
circle a long table at the Brownsville 
Art Association, painting ornaments 
for the town’s holiday tree fundraiser. 
Acting President Lory Garcy said the 
center functions only because resi-
dents take ownership of it. “The city 
covers utilities,” she said, “but the rest 
is us.”

The partnership works because the 
city provides the space and essential 
utilities, allowing volunteers to focus 
on programming. City Manager Scott 
McDowell said, “They’ve created a vi-
brant art community here.” The space 
is “productive for the community.”

Volunteers run classes, clean the 
building, and manage outreach and 
fundraising — sometimes on top of 
full-time jobs. “It’s really nice to do 
something totally different when you 
get home from work,” longtime mem-
ber Rhoda Fleischman said.

Upstairs, Fleischman explains that the center relies on work few people 
ever see, months of planning events, restocking supplies, mending equip-
ment, and stepping in when someone can’t make it. “It takes a lot of hands 
to keep this place running,” she said.

That unseen labor is the backbone of community arts organizations across 
Linn and Lane counties.

While large metropolitan museums may employ paid staff and develop-
ment teams, rural and small-town arts centers often operate on patchwork 
budgets and rely on volunteer energy. Rising utility costs, supply expenses 
and insurance premiums strain already thin resources. At the same time, 
many longtime volunteers are balancing jobs and family responsibilities or 
stepping back after years of service.

A 2024 Oregon Cultural Trust report 
noted that volunteerism is declining na-
tionwide, even as the need for stable and 
accessible cultural funding continues to 
grow. In towns the size of Brownsville, 
even a small shift in participation can 
have an outsized effect.

Community arts spaces depend not 
just on artists, but on organizers, book-
keepers, teachers and custodians. They 
rely on neighbors willing to unlock 
doors, hang exhibits, manage social 
media pages, and host classes. Often, the 
same people wear multiple hats.

Financial pressures add another layer. 
Sales of smaller gift items may remain 
steady, but larger pieces can sit longer 
before finding buyers. Fundraisers, 
membership drives, and donations be-
come critical sources of revenue. Grants 
help, but they are competitive and rarely 
cover all operational costs.

Despite the challenges, these spaces continue to serve as gathering points 
in communities with limited venues for connection. They offer affordable 
classes for children and adults, exhibition space for local artists, and a place 
to unwind and create.

In rural communities, art centers are more than galleries. They are meet-
ing rooms, classrooms, and creative outlets. They foster friendships, men-
torships, and a shared sense of ownership.

In Brownsville, the lights are still turned on. Classes are still taught. 
Exhibits are still hung. Volunteers still show up to sweep floors, organize 
supplies, and welcome visitors.

It may not always be easy, and it may not always make financial sense on 
paper. But as long as neighbors continue to pick up brushes and give their 
time, community art in Central Linn County endures. 

Tuesday night art group members gather at the Brownsville Art Center in November 
2025 to create handmade ornaments for the annual Festival of Trees fundraiser, one 
of many volunteer-led efforts that help sustain local arts programming.

A Trusted Local Agency in Albany, Oregon 

Email: DONALD@LAKEBERGGROUP.COM  •  WWW.LAKEBERGGROUP.COM

✓	Advantage Plans

✓	Supplement Plans

✓		Prescription  
Drug Plans

SERVING THE WILLAMETTE VALLEY

Donald Lakeberg
LICENSED INDEPENDENT AGENT

PHONE:  503-737-4081

Is your
Medicare Advantage  
plan ready for 2026?

541-754-1681
www.stephensheating.com

ttest thing in town...
Besides you.

The H
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WHERE TO EAT

122 Spaulding
11–9 • Sunday 12-8
Family Friendly

Phone Orders 541-466-3636

$5 OFF
When you 

spend $40+

403 N Main St
Brownsvi�e

Natoshya Mo
i	
541.405.2147 

memascountrykitchen@yahoo.com
Facebook: Memas Country Kitchen

Mon-Thur (open if lights on)   Fri-Sun 9-6

Highway 228 & 99, Halsey

BEST BURGERS
WILLAME�E VALLEY

TO GO ORDERS: 541-369-2400

Smoked Meats • In-house Ground Beef

IN THE 

505 Mullins Drive, Lebanon • 541-451-1847
Tuesday–Saturday, 4–9 p.m. • Happy Hour, 4–5 p.m.

Buy an entree & receive 50% off an appetizer

PIONEER VILLA
RESTAURANT & SALOON

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner • 5 am–10 pm

33180 Hwy 228, Halsey • 541-369-2801

pioneervillatruckplaza.com

OVERTON VALLEY BEEF
GRASS FED • GRASS FINISHED

Family owned and operated

Kyle Koontz • 541.990.3374

USDA Certified Angus Beef • 100% Natural
No BS. Just quality beef: $5.49/lb (includes 
slaughter, cut, & wrap) custom boxes available!EST. 1860

OVERTONVALLEYRANCH.COM BROWNSVILLE

TABLE TALK: DINING IN AROUND BROWNSVILLE

Five-Star Reviews Point the 
Way to Local Grindz Food Truck 
By Jeff Brown, Staff Writer and 
Columnist

SWEET HOME — I was in 
Sweet Home the other day 
around lunchtime and need-
ed to find something to eat. 
As I usually do, I pulled out 
my phone and looked for the 
best lunch spots nearby. The 
first place that showed up 
was Local Grindz Food Truck, 
known for its Hawaiian-style 
plates. What caught my at-
tention immediately were the 
solid five-star reviews. It was 
the first time I can remember seeing a place with an all five-star rating. 
That, along with its location at 800 Long Street, just down the road, made 
it an easy choice.

This is a food truck, not a sit-down restaurant, but they do have outdoor 
seating. Orders are taken at the window, and the setup is simple and effi-
cient. I was greeted by Christopher Marocco, the owner and cook, who has 
been running this location for nearly three years. Originally from Maui, he 
said he wanted to bring some of the foods he grew up with to the Sweet 
Home area.

The menu offers more than just a few options. Along with their plate 
lunches, they serve kalua pork, ahi poke bowls, yakisoba noodles, and 
much more. They also have regular specials, including Happy Yakisoba 
Wednesday and Taco Tuesday, which give customers something new to 
look forward to during the week.

I ordered the signature Hawaiian plate, which included pulled pork, rice, 
and macaroni salad. The food was prepared fresh and served quickly. The 
pulled pork was tender and well-seasoned, without being too heavy. The 
rice was cooked properly and complemented the meat well, while the mac-
aroni salad was creamy and balanced.

The portion size was 
generous and satisfying, 
making it a great value 
for lunch. Everything 
on the plate comple-
mented each other, and 
the quality matched the 
positive reviews I had 
seen online.

Local Grindz Food 
Truck provides a de-
pendable lunch spot in 
Sweet Home for anyone 
seeking tasty Hawaiian-
style comfort food. 

SEASONS EATINGS

Sweet Auction Favorites That 
Always Disappear
By Lisa Keith, Columnist

I had a couple of requests for items I donated to the Sharing Hands Chili 
Cookoff and dessert auction.

The first is a modified version of a recipe from the 2018 Pollyanna cook-
book. Pollyanna calls them “Candy Bar Cookies.” My friend Colleen says her 
family calls them “Magic Bars” because they disappear. I’ve also heard them 
called “7 Layer Bars.” When I worked at Scatter Joy Tearoom in Junction City, 
they called them “Hello Dolly Bars.”

The second recipe was given to me in 2008 by one of my daughter’s 
babysitter friends. Both recipes have been shared before and did very well 
at the auction.

7 Layer Bars
•	 1 stick (1/2 C) butter
•	 1 C graham cracker crumbs
•	 1 C flaked coconut
•	 1 C dark chocolate chips
•	 1 C white chocolate chips
•	 1 C butterscotch chips
•	 1 C chopped nuts
•	 1 can (14 oz) sweetened 

condensed milk
Melt butter in a 10-by-15-inch 

pan in the oven at 350°F. Sprinkle 
graham cracker crumbs evenly 
over the melted butter. Layer co-
conut, dark chocolate chips, white 
chocolate chips, butterscotch 
chips, and chopped nuts in that order. Pour sweetened condensed milk 
evenly over the top. Bake 25 minutes. Cool completely, then cut into bars or 
squares.

These are an easy sellout at bake sales. They also helped sell more than 
100 cookbooks.
Gluten-Free Peanut 
Butter Cookies

•	 1 C peanut butter
•	 1 C sugar
•	 1 egg
•	 1 tsp vanilla
Mix all ingredients well. 

Form into balls and place 
on a baking sheet. Use a fork to make a crosshatch pattern on each cookie. 
Bake at 350°F for 7 to 10 minutes.

I love hearing what’s happening in your kitchens and on your tables — 
your notes and conversations keep this space lively. Have a recipe to share, 
a cooking puzzle to solve, or an idea for a future column? Reach out to me at 
iamcheflisa@gmail.com. 

JEFF BROWN

JEFF BROWN

mailto:memascountrykitchen@yahoo.com
mailto:iamcheflisa@gmail.com
https://pioneervillatruckplaza.com/restaurant
https://www.overtonvalleyranch.com/
https://www.memascountrykitchen.com/
https://www.boulderfallsinn.com/1847-restaurant
https://www.facebook.com/MemasCountryKitchens
https://www.facebook.com/armandosbrownsville
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61554502231907
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• Top-rated in service and claims in 
every state we serve
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Jeff.Garver@countryfinancial.com

JEFF GARVER
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Farm Certified Specialist
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Associate Agent
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Home/Auto/Commercial
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Our office has proudly served Oregon and Washington farm, 
ranch and rural properties for over 50 years!

Jeff Garver Insurance Agency

LINN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Commissioners OK Enterprise Zone Agreement
By Alex Paul, Linn County Communications Officer

ALBANY — At their March 3 meeting, Linn County Commissioners Roger 
Nyquist, Sherrie Sprenger, and Will Tucker approved an extended Enterprise 
Zone Tax Abatement Agreement for Valliscor LLC.

Linn County is a cosponsor of the Albany Enterprise Zone. The City of 
Albany had already approved the agreement, which will provide property 
tax incentives for the development of a chemical manufacturing plant by 
Valliscor LLC.

Valliscor LLC is based in Corvallis and manufactures high-value com-
pounds used in the pharmaceutical and semiconductor industries. 
According to the company’s website, its chemicals are used in medications 
to treat asthma, COPD, breast cancer, and other diseases. Other products are 
used to make logic and memory chips in the semiconductor field.

The company is expanding to include a 16,000-square-foot manufactur-
ing facility on 12-acres on Ferry Street in Albany.

Albany Economic Development Manager Sophie Adams told the commis-
sioners the project will create 40 new jobs that pay at least 150 percent of the 
average wage in Linn County, with a long-range plan of 100 total jobs in the 
future. She said this is a $25 million investment by Valliscor.

In other business, the commissioners:
•	 Approved a temporary employment agreement with LCSO Lieutenant 

Detective Randy Voight. He will retire from the Sheriff’s Office on April 
30 and the agreement will allow him to work back for one more year.

•	 Approved contracts to provide 9-1-1 communications by the LCSO 
with the following: Albany Fire Department, Brownsville Rural Fire 
Protection District, Halsey-Shedd Rural Fire Protection District, 
Lebanon Fire District, Scio Rural Fire Protection District, Sweet Home 
Fire & Ambulance District, and the Tangent Rural Fire Protection 
District.

•	 Approved the purchase of a tax-foreclosed property at 2948 44th Ave. 
SE, Albany by the former owner for $35,432.52.

•	 Added Trail Bridge Campground on Highway 126 to the list of U.S. 
Forest Service campgrounds managed and maintained by the Linn 
County Parks & Recreation Department. The campground was closed 
for almost a decade due to infrastructure work in the area by the 
Eugene Watershed Enhancement Board. This brings the total number 
of Forest Service campgrounds managed by Linn County Parks & 
Recreation to 26.

•	 Approved a letter of support for the Sweet Home Water Treatment 
Plant generator project. The city is seeking federal funding to modify 
the water treatment plant due in part to turbidity issues caused by the 
drawdown of Green Peter Reservoir. A generator would ensure water 
treatment processing could continue if storms knock out commercial-
ly-provided electricity.

•	 Announced that a Management Staff meeting would be held at 11:30 
a.m. on Wednesday, March 4, in the courthouse basement meeting 
room.  

I N T E R N E T S E R V I C E P R O V I D E R

541-929-3330 541-368-2425 alyrica.net
Local  |  Transparent Pricing  |  30-Day Satisfaction Guarantee  |  Community Focused

mailto:editor@brownsvilletimes.org
mailto:misscabc@yahoo.com
mailto:thebrownsvilletimes@gmail.com
mailto:advertise@brownsvilletimes.org
https://brownsvilletimes.org/contact
https://brownsvilletimes.org/editorial-policy
https://brownsvilletimes.org
mailto:Jeff.Garver@countryfinancial.com
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/cate
https://alyrica.net/
https://advisors.countryfinancial.com/usa/or/tangent/jeff-garver


Tangent Together 
Earns Regional 
Innovation Award 
By Marcy Hermens, Staff Writer & Tangent 
Correspondent

Tangent Together was recently honored by 
the Oregon Festival and Events Association 
(OFEA) with the Ovation Award for Innovation 
for the 2025 Tangent Harvest Festival. OFEA’s 
Innovation Award recognizes organizations that 
bring new life to events through creative, fresh, 
and functional approaches — original ideas 
that break the mold and successfully transform 
festivals into something truly memorable. For 
2025, OFEA recognized Tangent Together for 
doing exactly that with the introduction of the 
Combine Demolition Derby to the Tangent 
Harvest Festival.

Their idea was bold: take retired farm com-
bines and transform them into crowd-thrilling 
machines that celebrate our agricultural heritage 
in the most unexpected and high-energy way 
imaginable. The Derby blended nostalgia, hu-
mor, and high-energy fun into one unforgettable 
spectacle — and it fit right at home alongside 
everything else that makes the Tangent Harvest 
Festival a beloved tradition for our community.

The response was overwhelming. Attendance 
soared, and visitors traveled from across the 
state to experience it for themselves. New faces 
discovered the festival, while longtime attendees 
found fresh reasons to celebrate. Together, it all 
added up to a memorable festival!

This award recognizes the hard work and com-
mitment of the Tangent Together team, but more 
than that, it belongs to everyone who showed up, 
volunteered, cheered from the bleachers, and 
made the 2025 Harvest Festival and Combine 
Demolition Derby something truly special. 

Trina Henderson stated, “Thank you for being 
the heart of everything Tangent Together does 
— we can’t wait to see what we dream up next.” 
Mark your calendar for Saturday, September 19, 
2026, for the 2026 Tangent Harvest Festival and 
Combine Demolition Derby. 
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VETERAN OWNED

David K. Hansen
RETIREMENT & INVESTMENT SERVICES

541-242-3553
dhansen@lincolninvestment.com

Securities offered through Lincoln Investment, Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA / SIPC. Advisory 
Services offered through Lincoln Investment or Capital Analysts, Registered Investment Advisers.

www.lincolninvestment.com

Pioneer Bookkeeping 
& Tax Service

202 N Main Street, Brownsville • 541-466-3144

Cindy Clark, LTC#4910
“Full Service for Small Businesses!”
Income Tax Preparations • Reasonable Rates

Evenings & Weekends by Appointments
OBTP#B00696

WHERE TO GET FINANCIAL HELP

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC 

1195 Main St., Sweet Home, OR 97386   
andrea.j.yoder@edwardjones.com
541-223-2864 

Financial Advisor
Andrea J Yoder

One-on-one advice.
Financial strategies.

TANGENT PLANNING COMMISSION

Jones Appointed Chair; 
Property Solicitations, 
Solar Project Discussed

TANGENT — The Tangent Planning 
Commission met at 7 p.m. on Feb. 12 at City 
Hall, where they appointed new leadership and 
discussed development-related topics. No for-
mal land use actions were taken.

A quorum was present with commissioners 
Beth Timmons, Greg Jones, and Lisa Coon 
attending. Zachary Harrison was absent. The 
commission chair position was vacant at the 
start of the meeting.

No Citizen Comments
No members of the public addressed the com-

mission during the citizen comment period. 

Consent Calendar Approved
Commissioners approved the Consent 

Calendar following a verbal report from city 
staff. The calendar included approval of the 
previous meeting minutes.

The motion passed unanimously without 
discussion. 

Jones Named Commission Chair
Commissioner Beth Timmons moved to 

appoint Greg Jones as chair of the Planning 
Commission. Commissioner Lisa Coon sec-
onded the motion, and Jones accepted the 
nomination.

The motion passed unanimously, formally 
filling the commission’s leadership vacancy. 

Property Purchase Notices Raise 
Concerns

Under new business, commissioners dis-
cussed mailing blanket property notices to 
Tangent residents.

Commissioner Coon expressed concern 
that the notices do not explain their purpose. 
She noted that in past cases, developers have 
used similar outreach to acquire property for 
redevelopment.

No action was taken. 

Solar Farm Update
Commissioner Timmons provided an update 

on the Muddy Creek Solar Farm and encour-
aged residents to follow the Linn County per-
mitting process as the proposal moves forward.

No action was taken. 
The meeting adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 

TANGENT FARMERS MARKET

Tangent Farmers Market 
Sets 2026 Season, Seeks 
Vendors and Community 
Booths

TANGENT — The 2026 season of the Tangent 
Farmers Market returns this summer with four 
monthly pop-up markets designed to bring fresh 
goods, local makers, and community engagement 
to town.

Markets will be 
held on the second 
Saturday of each 
month — May 9, 
June 13, July 11, and 
Aug. 8. All events 
take place in the 
parking lot shared 
by Baxter’s Brew and 
Riverland Rentals, 
located at 33977 OR-
99E in Tangent.

Vendor setup and 
check-in start at 8 

a.m., the market opens to shoppers from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m., and vendors are asked to finish cleanup by 
3 p.m.

Organizers say space is limited and applications 
are reviewed on a first-come, first-served basis, 
with priority given to local vendors. Anyone inter-
ested in participating must submit an application.

Artisan vendors are those offering handmade, 
homegrown, baked, or creatively crafted products. 
The booth fee is $20 cash for each 10-by-10-foot 
space, paid at check-in. Vendors may reserve mul-
tiple spaces if needed. Direct sales businesses — 
such as Tupperware or Pampered Chef — are not 
allowed.

Vendors must supply their own 10-by-10 canopy, 
tables, and chairs. Booth weights such as sandbags 
are required for safety. Insurance is highly recom-
mended. Electricity and Wi-Fi are not available at 
the site.

Informational booths are available for orga-
nizations and businesses that share community 
resources or services. These booth spaces are free, 
and promotional items and giveaways are wel-
come. Religious and political organizations cannot 
be accommodated. 

For questions or vendor information, contact 
Leslie Harrison by phone at 541-270-9859 or email 
at tangentfarmersmarket@gmail.com. Harrison 
looks forward to welcoming vendors and commu-
nity partners for another lively market season. 

COURTESY OF MARCY HERMENS

MIKAYLE STOLE

Tangent Together members display the OFEA Ovation 
Award for Innovation and the Combine King championship 
belt, honoring the success of the 2025 Tangent Harvest 
Festival’s Combine Demolition Derby.

mailto:andrea.j.yoder@edwardjones.com
mailto:dhansen@lincolninvestment.com
mailto:tangentfarmersmarket@gmail.com
https://truelifefinancialsolutions.com/
mailto:alex2.truelife@gmail.com


TANGENT TOGETHER 

Bingo Season 
Closes with Groovy 
Finale

Costumed participants brought 1970s flair and 
big hair to Tangent Together’s adults-only “Not 
Your Grandma’s Bingo” season finale on March 2 
at Dixie Creek Saloon. The high-energy evening 
was hosted by Mrs. Roper with cheeky bingo calls 
and community camaraderie as players compet-
ed for cash prizes and raffle winnings.

Hosted by Tangent Together, the event was 
part of a fall and winter series designed to bring 
adults together for lighthearted fun while sup-
porting local programs and scholarships. The 
finale marked the last game of the season in 
Tangent, closing out months of lively Monday 
gatherings. 
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His first job at the mill was in 
the washroom, one of the dirti-
est and most unpleasant areas. 
Raw wool arrived straight from 
freshly sheared sheep, and it 
was Howard’s responsibility to 
clean it. He placed the wool into 
a large tub, added soap and wa-
ter, and then removed debris 
— including what he bluntly 
described as “dingleberries.” 
After washing, he fed the wool 
into an extractor to remove the 
water.

The work was messy and demanding, but it left 
a lasting impression. Howard said the job taught 
him a strong work ethic and even cured him of 
biting his fingernails.

He worked every summer during his high 
school years and was hired full-time after grad-
uation, earning 50 cents an hour. While modest 
by today’s standards, it was better pay than many 
other local jobs available to young people, such as 
picking beans.

More importantly, the job revealed his natural 
mechanical ability. Howard learned how the mill’s 
machines worked and quickly became the person 
others relied on for repairs. The experience gave 
him hands-on skills and confidence that stayed 
with him for life.

Howard believes strongly that young people 
benefit from working. “It teaches them skills and 
the value of money,” he said.

He remembers the constant drone of machinery 
and the distinctive smell of wet wool. His summer 
workdays ran from 8 a.m. to noon. At midday, he 
would walk home to his family’s house at 608 
Oak Street for lunch, then return to work from 
1–5 p.m.

Howard formed many friendships during those 
years, though he notes with sadness that most of 
his coworkers have since passed away.

He was careful with his earnings, saving every 
penny. In 1951, at just 17, he purchased his first 
car, a shiny black 1939 Chevy Coupe, for $200 
cash. “I was proud of that car,” he recalled. But 
everything changed on March 1, 1955.

Late that evening, a fire broke out at the mill. 
A little after six, Howard looked out the window 
and saw a glow in the sky. He heard the fire siren 
wailing and the whistle from the mill sounding 
the alarm. From across Brownsville, he could see 
flames lighting up the night sky within minutes. 
Residents rushed to help, but the fire could not be 
stopped. The entire mill was destroyed. Howard 
went with his dad to investigate, and the scene 
was devastating.

In a single night, dozens of people lost their 
jobs. Howard’s entire family became unemployed. 
Howard was just 20 years old.

After that fateful day, Howard visited the wool-
en mill in Harrisburg. He told the manager that 
he just wanted to look around the spinning room. 
As he entered the room, he noticed the spinning 
machine was not operating. He offered to fix it, 
and the operator said, “Be my guest.” He fixed it 
with ease, and they hired him on the spot.

Howard’s dad got a job at the Foster plywood 
mill, and his mom stayed home after that. Many 
others were not so fortunate. Some families were 
forced to leave Brownsville in search of employ-
ment, and the town’s population declined in the 
years that followed.

Today, Howard still vividly remembers the 
sounds, smells, and lessons of the woolen mill. 
The experience shaped his work ethic, his me-
chanical skills, and his life.

Howard Hamilton would later go on to become 
a well-known hypnotist — but that, he says with 
a smile, is another story.

The mill may have burned in 1955, but in 
Howard’s memory, its looms are still running, 
echoing the hard work and determination of a 
generation that helped build Brownsville. 

Paul and Marcy Hermens join a group of women 
channeling their inner Mrs. Roper with colorful caftans 
and curly red wigs during the themed bingo night, paying 
tribute to the beloved character from the 1970s sitcom 
“Three’s Company.”

COURTESY OF MARCY HERMENS

SNAP Recipients Encouraged to Use Local Job and Volunteer 
Resources
By Sharon K. Banks, Staff Writer & Columnist

Central Linn-area residents receiving 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) benefits may be affected by expanded 
federal work requirements, and state officials 
are encouraging participants to connect with free 
employment, training, and volunteer opportuni-
ties to remain eligible.

According to the Oregon Department of Human 
Services (ODHS), updated federal rules now re-
quire more SNAP recipients — including some 
adults up to age 64 — to show they are working, 
looking for work, participating in training pro-
grams, or completing approved volunteer service 
to receive benefits beyond three months.

Because Linn County has nearby workforce 

services, residents are generally expected to 
meet the requirements unless they qualify for an 
exemption.

While the Central Linn area does not have a 
WorkSource Oregon office, free assistance is 
available at nearby centers in Albany and Lebanon. 
Services include career coaching, job search as-
sistance, resume and interview preparation, job 
readiness workshops, and connections to GED 
programs and short-term training opportunities.

Volunteering may also count toward meeting 
SNAP requirements. Approved activities can in-
clude helping at nonprofits, schools, community 
programs, or local service organizations. 

The Brownsville Times, a nonprofit community 

newspaper, offers volunteer opportunities for 
writers, photographers, and community contrib-
utors that may qualify when coordinated through 
ODHS or WorkSource Oregon.

Officials note many participants may already 
meet requirements through current work, educa-
tion, or volunteer activities.

Residents who have questions or believe the 
changes may affect them are encouraged to con-
tact ODHS to review their eligibility or possible 
exemptions.

For assistance, contact the SNAP ABAWD Team 
at 1-833-947-1694 or visit https://benefits.oregon.
gov. Information about employment services is 
available at https://worksourceoregon.org. 

The Brownsville Times front page on March 3, 1955, 
reports the fire that destroyed the historic Brownsville 
Woolen Mill. (Brownsville Times archive)

LOOMS continued from cover

Breaking News Volunteers Wanted

We are building a team of trusted local  
reporters to over breaking stories.

We need volunteers who can  
respond quickly, gather facts, 

 and take photos.

No experience needed.  
Training & support provided.

editor@brownsvilletimes.org | 458•266•0511

COURTESY OF BROWNSVILLE PHOTO GALLERY
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BROWNSVILLE LIBRARY 

Australia Takes Center 
Stage at Library 
Travel Program
By Sherri Lemhouse, Brownsville Librarian

Next Thursday, March 19, at 7 p.m., Don Lyon 
will present World Cultures & Travel — Australia’s 
Wild Side. If his program sparks your curiosity, 
the library has plenty of great reads about — or 
set in — Australia to keep the adventure going.

Fiction
Mystery fans can fol-

low Inspector Napoleon 
Bonaparte of the Australian 
Police in Arthur William 
Upfield’s series. Barbara 
Wood’s “The Dreaming” 
explores family destiny 
and Aboriginal legend, 
while Mardi McConnichie’s 
“Cold Water” tells the story 
of three sisters raised on a 
remote penal colony.

Australian-set favorites include Colleen 
McCullough’s “The Thorn Birds,” Patrick 
O’Brien’s “Desolation Island,” Kate Morton’s 
“The Forgotten Garden,” and M.L. Stedman’s 
“The Light Between Oceans,” where a lighthouse 
couple’s quiet life changes after a baby washes 
ashore.

Nevil Shute, a WWII coast watcher, wrote sev-
eral novels set in Australia, including “A Town 
Like Alice,” “On the Beach,” and “The Breaking 
Wave.” Western author Zane Grey also ventured 
Down Under with “Wilderness Track.”

Nonfiction selections
In Margaret Lowman’s “It’s a Jungle Up There,” 

a mother and her sons share their adventures 
exploring tropical rainforest treetops around 
the world. In “Desperate Voyage,” John Caldwell 
recounts sailing a 20-foot cutter from Panama to 
Australia after World War II to reunite with his 
bride. Bill Bryson’s “In a Sunburned Country” 
offers his trademark humor and insight on 
Australian travel.

Charles Pearcy Mountford’s “Brown Men and 
Red Sand” blends adventure, travel writing, and 
scientific discovery while reflecting the author’s 
deep admiration for Aboriginal culture. Stephen 
Moore’s “Battle for Hell’s Island” tells the true 
story of the Cactus Air Force and its role in the 
fight for Guadalcanal.

For younger readers
Junior nonfiction titles include “The Koalas of 

Australia” by Linda George, “Strange Animals 
of Australia” by Toni Eugene, and “Australia” by 
Henry Arthur Pluckrose.

Junior fiction favorites include “Dingoes at 
Dinnertime” by Mary Pope Osborne, where the 
Magic Tree House carries Jack and Annie to 
Australia during a wildfire, and Andy Griffiths’ 
wildly imaginative Treehouse series. 

BROWNSVILLE LIBRARY CALENDAR

Parents & Pals Story Time
Wednesdays • 10–10:15 a.m. 
A short story time followed by free play together.
Brownsville Stitchery Group
Wednesdays • 1–3 p.m. • History Room 
Bring your project, have some fun — get things done!
Songs, Rhymes & More Story Time
Fridays • 11 a.m. 
Story time with rhymes, songs, and a craft activity.
146 Spaulding Ave., Brownsville • 541-466-5454 
https://www.brownsvillecommunitylibrary.org

BOOKS TO CONSIDER

Troon McAllister on 
Golfing — It’s Never 
Too Late!              
By Nancy Diltz, Staff Writer and Columnist

I started playing the great game of golf in my 
60s. It’s never too late to learn something new. 
Although, in the case of golfing, it can take a 
lifetime to master all the nuances, rules, and cul-
ture of the game. The author, Troon McAllister (a 
pseudonym for the thriller writer Lee Gruenfeld), 
can help. His books about golf, “The Green,” “The 
Foursome,” and “Scratch,” are as entertaining as 
they are informative. Whether you already have 
an interest in golf or have never played before, 
you will probably still enjoy the quirky characters 
and fun found in Troon McAllister’s golf stories, 
along with a genuine sense of the game and its 
unique vernacular. 

In “The Green,” the focus 
is on the Ryder Cup, which 
is “a biennial tournament 
considered the premier 
event in the golfing world, 
pitting the 12 best players 
in the United States against 
the 12 best of Europe in a 
pressure-filled contest that 
can even paralyze the most 
seasoned tour veterans. 
United States captain Alan 
Bellamy, with one crucial spot still open and 
none of the top tour players willing to participate 
against a clearly superior European team, makes 
a desperate decision to uphold America’s golfing 
honor. He chooses Eddie Caminetti, a low-life, 
two-bit hustler from a municipal course in South 
Florida, as his twelfth man. The most prestigious 
tournament in golf will never be the same. As 
the unexpected consequences of Caminetti’s 
participation on the Ryder team unfold riotous-
ly, Troon McAllister takes you into the thoughts 
and souls of elite professional athletes and asks 
a question as old as golf itself: Why would God 
create a game even He can’t play?” according to 
thriftbooks.com

“The Green” is a fun read for both the avid golf-
er and the soon-to-be golf fan. Available on Libby 
eBooks at the Brownsville Library. 

WHERE TO SHOP

202 W 1st Avenue
Albany, OR 97321

541-926-1907
jordansjewels@msn.com

www.jordanjewelers.com

Fine Jewelry
Custom Repair

M-F: 9–5 • Sat: 9–12
(541) 369-295027515 Hwy 99E

GIFTS • BAKING SUPPLIES
BULK FOODS • FABRIC

HOMESCHOOL • BOOKS
DISHWARE • DECOR

LOCAL ARTISAN CRAFTS 

 

 
  

 1 l
b. H

illshire Turkey Breast 

  
 

$2.50 ea. 
with Coupon 

 No Limit, Expires 03/31/26

295 N. 3  Strd

Harrisburg, OR 97446
(541) 995-5132

M-Sat 9am-7pm
Closed Sunday

grocerydealsOR.com

KIDS’ KORNER

All Creatures Great  
and Small                
By Nancy Diltz, Staff Writer and Columnist

You might already 
have a favorite book, one 
that is especially trea-
sured and loved. Maybe 
it is a gift you cherish? 
When I was young, that 
special book for me was 
“All Creatures Great 
and Small” by James 
Herriot. Herriot was a 
Scottish veterinarian 
in Yorkshire, England. 
He wrote eight “All 
Creatures Great and Small” books, along with 
“Herriot’s Dog Stories,” “Herriot’s Cat Stories,” 
and “Herriot’s Yorkshire Stories,” all containing 
true stories about his experiences and adven-
tures as a vet in a small rural countryside start-
ing in the 1930s. 

His patients included dogs, cats, sheep, cows, 
horses, and even birds. His stories are filled with 
humor, kindness, and occasional sadness. His 
descriptions of animal encounters will make 
you feel like you are right there with him on his 
rounds in the barns and homes of rural England. 
“Capturing the spirit of the Yorkshire Dales on 
the cusp of change, before tractors and machines 
had taken over and before modern medicines 
and antibiotics transformed veterinary work, 
a beloved cast of characters emerges — not the 
least the animals, who are always at the heart of 
Herriot’s stories,” according to panmacmillan.
com. 

The characters in Herriot’s stories are also 
fun and quite interesting, devoted to their pets 
and livestock, and rely on Dr. Herriott to care for 
their animals. You will get an up-close look at 
how people lived in rural England about a hun-
dred years ago. For fifth grade readers and older, 
these stories are great to read aloud to younger 
children. They are available at the Brownsville 
Library. 

Author Nancy Diltz’s pet cat Lucy and dog Timmy
NANCY DILTZ

https://www.brownsvillecommunitylibrary.org
mailto:jordansjewels@msn.com
https://www.jordanjewelers.com
https://www.jordanjewelers.com
https://grocerydealsor.com/
https://www.facebook.com/GroceryDealsOR/
https://www.instagram.com/grocerydealsor/
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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PUZZLE Solutions on page 15

Copyright ©2026 PuzzleJunction.com   

Brownsville Times  3/12/26 Crossword                                                                                                      PuzzleJunction.com

Solution on next page

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48

49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

 41 Feverish
 43 Well-founded
 45 Calendar 

square
 47 Former 

Chinese 
communist 
leader

 50 Glove material
 51 Fido’s bane
 52 Discharge
 53 Dried fruit
 54 Lean
 55 Mishmash
 56 Gaul
 57 Proofer’s mark
 58 Haywire
 61 Charged 

particle
 62 Norris Dam’s 

project (Abbr.)
 63 Dry, as wine

Across

 1 Acquired 
relative

 6 Take a shower
 11 Wine holder
 14 Family girl
 15 Merger
 16 Altar avowal
 17 Retail outlets
 19 Decline
 20 Irish river
 21 Generation
 22 Alpaca relative
 24 Boot part
 25 Double curve
 26 Singer Starr
 27 Deli sandwich 

inits.
 28 Garage path
 33 Sausage roll
 36 Assistant
 37 Ripen
 38 Frankenstein’s 

assistant
 39 Annuls
 41 Nobelist Pavlov
 42 Film (Abbr.)
 43 Echelon
 44 Loafers
 46 School subject
 48 Mineo of 

Exodus
 49 Some
 50 Farm structure
 51 Nourished
 54 Winter warmer
 57 Go a-courting?
 58 Aquatic plant
 59 Draft choice
 60 Tinged with 

sadness
 64 Goose egg
 65 Cherished
 66 Delete
 67 Preschooler

 68 Related 
maternally

 69 Sacs

Down

 1 Map within a 
map

 2 Rocket fuel 
ingredient, for 
short

 3 Western director 
Sergio

 4 Big plot
 5 Diminutive
 6 Prickly 

seed vessels
 7 Dwarf buffalo
 8 Food container
 9 Steamy
 10 Subjugate
 11 Credit card

 12 Comic Sandler
 13 Forum wear
 18 Celebration
 23 Caustic 

chemical
 25 Shade tree
 26 Younger 

sibling, for one
 27 Obstacle
 28 Milk farm
 29 Free
 30 Good-bye 

gesture
 31 Food thickener
 32 Cravings
 33 Yodel
 34 The Morning 

Watch author
 35 Corporate 

image
 40 “___ the fields 

we go”

ACROSS
1 	 Acquired 

relative
6 	 Take a shower
11 	 Wine holder
14 	 Family girl
15 	 Merger
16 	 Altar avowal
17 	 Retail outlets
19 	 Decline
20 	 Irish river
21 	 Generation
22 	 Alpaca relative
24 	 Boot part
25 	 Double curve
26 	 Singer Starr
27 	 Deli sandwich 

inits.
28 	 Garage path
33 	 Sausage roll
36 	 Assistant
37 	 Ripen
38 	 Frankenstein’s 

assistant
39 	 Annuls
41 	 Nobelist Pavlov
42 	 Film (Abbr.)
43 	 Echelon
44 	 Loafers
46 	 School subject
48 	 Mineo of Exodus
49 	 Some
50 	 Farm structure
51 	 Nourished
54 	 Winter warmer

57 	 Go a-courting?
58 	 Aquatic plant
59 	 Draft choice
60 	 Tinged with 

sadness
64 	 Goose egg
65 	 Cherished
66 	 Delete
67 	 Preschooler
68 	 Related 

maternally
69 	 Sacs

DOWN
1 	 Map within a 

map
2 	 Rocket fuel 

ingredient, for 
short

3 	 Western director 
Sergio

4 	 Big plot
5 	 Diminutive
6 	 Prickly seed 

vessels
7 	 Dwarf buffalo
8 	 Food container
9 	 Steamy
10 	 Subjugate
11 	 Credit card
12 	 Comic Sandler
13 	 Forum wear
18 	 Celebration
23 	 Caustic 

chemical
25 	 Shade tree

26 	 Younger sibling, 
for one

27 	 Obstacle
28 	 Milk farm
29 	 Free
30 	 Good-bye 

gesture
31 	 Food thickener
32 	 Cravings
33 	 Yodel
34 	 The Morning 

Watch author
35 	 Corporate 

image
40 	 “___ the fields 

we go”
41 	 Feverish
43 	 Well-founded
45 	 Calendar square
47 	 Former Chinese 

communist 
leader

50 	 Glove material
51 	 Fido’s bane
52 	 Discharge
53 	 Dried fruit
54 	 Lean
55 	 Mishmash
56 	 Gaul
57 	 Proofer’s mark
58 	 Haywire
61 	 Charged particle
62 	 Norris Dam’s 

project (Abbr.)
63 	 Dry, as wine

O B A I R W N 	 __ __ __ __ __ __ __
K H M S O R A C 	 __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
N A R I L D E 	 __ __ __ __ __ __ __
O O E S H H E S R 	 __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
I M K R C E I L 	 __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
N R E G E 	 __ __ __ __ __

Local Author Michelle Heaton to Present ‘The Dream 
Guardian’ at March 28 Town Hall Event
By Annie Swensen, Staff Writer and Columnist

SWEET HOME — Michelle Heaton will share 
her newly published book, “The Dream Guardian: 
Sasquatch and the Path to Awakening,” on 
Saturday, March 28, at noon during a Town Hall 
Meeting at the Dam Bar, 6099 Hwy 20, Sweet 
Home.

Michelle was born and raised in Michigan, then 
traveled the world as a photojournalist before 
settling in Sweet Home six years ago. The area’s 
forests and trails brought her childhood dreams 
of Sasquatch to life. In her quest for Bigfoot, she 
found herself surrounded by locals who shared 
her passion and offered their 
own insights. She created trail 
maps and founded Sweet Home 
Sasquatch, a research group that 
has grown into a large commu-
nity of wilderness explorers who 
share their experiences.

“I want to inspire those who 
have dreams, to reach out to oth-
ers, pay attention to their hearts, 
and to themselves… to realize what humanity 

is and emit love,” 
Michelle stated.

Her book descrip-
tion highlights her 
personal discovery 
over time. “Michelle’s 
path unfolds in 
whispers and signs, 
guiding her toward a 
deeper understand-
ing of herself and the 
world. This book is a 

testament to 
the power of nature to heal, to teach, and 
awaken the soul.”

Michelle will also be sharing her 
book on July 10–11 at the Sasquatch 
Summerfest, where researchers gather 
in Oakridge at Green Waters Park.

Signed copies may be requested by 
reaching out to Michelle Heaton on 
Facebook. Both paperback and e-book 

editions are also available on Amazon. 

WHERE TO BUY & SELL

128 Spaulding Ave, Brownsville
(541) 556-7521
www.StutsmanHomes.com

OR Real Estate Principal Broker
Brownsville Local
Trusted and Involved 

Jenna Stutsman

in the Brownsville Community

Eva Atchley

Sheila Ridinger
541.409.1425
EVAJA6@YAHOO.COM

541.570.5698
SHERIDINGER@GMAIL.COM

2345 S Santiam Hwy
Lebanon, OR 97355

HOME SALES REPORT 

January and February 2026 Property & Home Sales in 
Central Linn County 

In January and February 2026, the Central Linn County area saw a range of home sales across 
Brownsville, Harrisburg, Shedd, and Tangent with sale prices ranging from $189,485 to $1.9 million. 
Properties sold primarily include single-family residences with one to four bedrooms and one to three 
bathrooms, reflecting a mix of modest homes and higher-value properties across a range of lot sizes 
and settings.

Date	 Street Address	 City 	 Sale Price	 Sq Ft	 Year Built 	 Beds 	 Baths 	Acres
Jan. 2	 961 9th St 	 Harrisburg	 429,000	 1,356	 2003	 3	 2	 0.16
Jan. 6	 31843 Meadowlark Lp 	 Tangent	 607,500	 2,061	 2000	 4	 2	 0.27
Jan. 13	 300 Averill St 	 Brownsville	 320,000	 1,620	 2024	 2	 2	 0.16
Jan. 16	 550 6th Pl 	 Harrisburg	 375,000	 1,168	 1977	 3	 2	 0.24
Jan. 26	 1119 Ash St 	 Brownsville	 415,000	 1,844	 1920	 4	 3	 0.16
Jan. 26	 920 Filbert St 	 Brownsville	 412,500	 1,248	 2005	 3	 2	 0.17
Jan. 29	 32874 Hwy 99E 	 Tangent	 250,000	 1,486	 1940	 3	 2	 1
Feb. 2	 888 9th St 	 Harrisburg	 499,990	 2,213	 2025	 4	 3	 0.18
Feb. 3	 903 Smith St 	 Harrisburg	 302,400	 1,571	 1996	 3	 3	 0.2
Feb. 6	 881 Arrow Leaf Pl 	 Harrisburg	 412,500	 1,596	 2004	 3	 3	 0.16
Feb. 6	 870 Monroe St 	 Harrisburg	 400,000	 1,419	 1994	 3	 3	 0.17
Feb. 9	 25845 Gap Rd 	 Brownsville	 990,000	 1,204	 1976	 2	 1	 61.11
Feb. 13	 930 Sommerville Lp 	 Harrisburg	 915,000	 1,608	 1911	 4	 1	 7.44
Feb. 17	 900 Pine St 	 Brownsville	 429,000	 1,892	 2020	 2	 3	 0.17
Feb. 18	 860 Burton St 	 Harrisburg	 189,485	 638	 1948	 1	 1	 0.14
Feb. 20	 30949 Green Valley Rd 	 Shedd	 1.9 M	 1,724	 1996	 3	 3	 82.86

111 Stanard Ave.
Brownsville
(541) 466-5108
Monday-Saturday 8–5 

Family 
owned & 
operated 

since 1942 

Carlson Hardware 
& Lumber Yard

Nicholson
Construction

& Remodel LLC

Call Jason: 541-401-1355
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COURTESY OF MICHELLE HEATON

https://www.StutsmanHomes.com
mailto:EVAJA6@YAHOO.COM
mailto:SHERIDINGER@GMAIL.COM
https://www.amazon.in/Dream-Guardian-Sasquatch-Path-Awakening-ebook/dp/B0GHZSZYDZ
https://www.facebook.com/mishirudon
https://www.acehardware.com/store-details/07318
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WORSHIP DIRECTORY

Brownsville Assembly of God 
313 Washburn St · 541-466-5030
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  
Sunday Services 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. 
Classes Wednesday 7 p.m. all ages
Brownsville Christian Church
117 N Main St · 541-466-3273 
https://brownsvillechristianchurch.com
Sunday Service and Children’s Church 11 a.m.  
Adult classes 10 a.m.
Brownsville Community Church
198 Washburn St · 541-936-9131 
https://hislifeinbrownsville.com
Brownsville Mennonite Church
34795 OR-228 · 541-466-5622
Central Valley Church
657 American Dr · Halsey · 503-602-6796 
https://www.cvchalsey.com
Sunday Corporate Service 8 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. (during school year) 
Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m. 
Monday Prayer 7–8 p.m. 
Wednesday Community Coffee & Donuts 9:30 a.m.
Crawfordsville Calvary Chapel
38353 Glass St · 541-730-4519 
https://www.crawfordsvillecc.org
Sunday Service 10 a.m.
First Baptist Church of Brownsville
27910 7 Mile Ln · 541-642-3000 
https://www.fbcbrownsvilleoregon.org
Sunday Services and Nursery 9 and 10:45 a.m.
Halsey Mennonite Church
910 E 1st St · 712-432-8773 
https://www.halseymennonite.org
Sunday Service 10 a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday evening 6 p.m. 
Prayer meeting 1st & 3rd Wednesdays 7:30 p.m.
Harvest Reformed Baptist Church
411 W 2nd St · Halsey · 541-220-1902 
https://harvestrbc.org
Sunday School 9 a.m.  
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday Fellowship Meal Noon
Holy Trinity Catholic Church
104 W Blakely Ave · Brownsville · 541-367-2530 
holytrinitybrownsvilleor@gmail.com
Weekday Mass Wednesday Noon 
Sunday Service 11:30 a.m.
Oakville Presbyterian Church
29970 Church Dr • Shedd • 541-758-0647 
https://oakvillechurch.org
Sunday Service 10 a.m.
Riverside Christian Fellowship
29360 Abraham Dr • Shedd (Peoria) • 360-880-4734
Sunday Prayer 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Service 10 a.m. 
Sunday School 11 a.m.
Spirit of the Valley  
United Methodist Church
611 W 3rd St · Halsey · 541-654-8144 
spiritofthevalleyumc@gmail.com 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.  
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
The Church of Jesus Christ  
of Latter-day Saints
1111 North Main St · Brownsville · 541-570-2903
Sunday Service 10 a.m.
Valley Christian Fellowship
690 W 2nd St · Halsey · 732-434-3592 
https://vcfhalsey.com
Sunday Service 10 a.m. & Wednesdays 7:15 p.m.

Danielle M. Myers, Esq.
Attorney at Law, LLC

333 N. Main St., Brownsville   (541) 600-0422
danielle@dmmyerslaw.com

www.dmmyerslaw.com

• Estate Planning/Probate
• Criminal Defense

The Frame House, LLC
Custom Framing Since 1970

Your complete source for custom Picture Frames 
Complete line of art supplies

Al Severson
Owner

434 W First Ave.
Albany OR 97321 541-928-7676

411 North Main St 
Historic Downtown Brownsville 

541-466-5112 q M-F 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

Friendly, Prompt, Hometown Service!

OBITUARY

Eleanore ‘Ellie’ Stith
June 27, 1942—February 28, 2026

Ellie Stith of 
Brownsville, OR, 
peacefully passed 
away, surrounded 
by her family, on 
February 28, 2026, at 
age 83.

Ellie’s life can best 
be encapsulated by 
these words: Family, 
Faith, Food, and Fun. 

Family: Born in 
1942 in Anaconda, 
MT, to John and 
Dorothy Morgan, 
Ellie’s childhood 
years were spent 
in Montana and 
Oregon. In high 
school, she was a cheerleader, worked for the 
school newspaper, and performed in two plays: 
“The Wizard of Oz” as the lion and Tiny Tim in 
“A Christmas Carol.” After graduating, she took 
a bus to California, enrolled at San Jose Bible 
College, and worked her way through college 
to earn a BA in Biblical Studies. There, she met 
Joel, her husband for 61 years. They raised three 
children and have eight grandchildren. Joel & 
Ellie served in ministry together at churches in 
Oregon, California, and Idaho for 60 years and 
regard the people they ministered to as lifelong 
family.

Faith: Ellie met Jesus at youth group when she 
was 14 and spent the rest of her life serving Him. 
She was passionate about discipling women, 
helping them grow in their walk with Jesus, and 
cheering them on as they became the women 
God designed them to be. She loved studying 
the Bible and listening to worship music. She 
was the absolute best at giving Godly advice and 
encouragement.

Food: Although she said she didn’t really like 
to cook she was amazing at it. Her French Toast 
was legendary and her family loved her Swedish 
cookies, chicken enchiladas, homemade bread, 
and bran muffins.

Fun: Ellie’s grandchildren loved spending time 
at grandma’s, which always included cooking 
together, sewing, reading, and hanging out. She 
was famous for changing the details in story-
books and seeing if the grandkids would notice, 
which they always did. “No, grandma, Cinderella 
did not lose her dragon; it was her slipper.” Even 
simple things like chores were fun with Grandma. 
Setting the table was done while only speaking 
in a British accent; yard work was accompanied 
by singing opera (Luciano Pavarotti was her fa-
vorite), and some days she would declare there 
would be no speaking, but all communication 
had to be done in the form of opera. What a fun 
challenge! She also loved giraffes and had a huge 
collection of them. She would enlist the grand-
kids to help her name the giraffes, such as Sir 
Hillary, Steve, Geoffrey, and G’day Mate.

Ellie is survived by her husband, Joel Stith; 
daughter Jennifer and her husband, Kevin Hill 
of Sweet Home; son Jeffrey and his wife, Kristine 
Stith of CA; daughter Janice and her husband, 
Scott Van Wig of CA; and eight grandchildren.

A celebration of her incredible life will be held 
on Saturday, March 14, at 11 a.m. at Brownsville 
Christian Church. 

UniversalGeneralConstruction3@gmail.com

New Construction • Remodeling • Patios
Siding • Windows/Doors • Flooring • Fences
Painting • Flat Concrete • Porch Cover Remodel

541-981-9144
CEO: Bulmaro R.
CCB: 250302

Free Estimates!

Regular House Cleaning, Deep CleaningRegular House Cleaning, Deep Cleaning
Bi-weekly, Monthly or one timeBi-weekly, Monthly or one time

CLEANING COMPANY LLCCLEANING COMPANY LLC

sisterscleaning79@gmail.com
541-513-1929

“Thank you for letting us give  
your home some love”

CCB# 208491541-367-8706

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

$145 Tune-Up
$95 Diagnostic

Free Estimates

2222 Main St • Sweet Home

https://brownsvillechristianchurch.com
https://hislifeinbrownsville.com
https://www.cvchalsey.com
https://www.crawfordsvillecc.org
https://www.fbcbrownsvilleoregon.org
https://www.halseymennonite.org
https://harvestrbc.org
mailto:holytrinitybrownsvilleor@gmail.com
https://oakvillechurch.org
mailto:spiritofthevalleyumc@gmail.com
https://vcfhalsey.com
mailto:danielle@dmmyerslaw.com
https://www.dmmyerslaw.com
mailto:UniversalGeneralConstruction3@gmail.com
mailto:sisterscleaning79@gmail.com
https://www.albanyframehouse.com/
https://walkerheatingandac.com/
https://brownsvillepharm.com/
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WHERE TO MANAGE YOUR TREES

Land Management Services, Logging, 
 & Road/Driveway Maintenance. 

541-367-2111 • www.cascadetimber.com
PO Box 446 • 3210 Highway 20 • Sweet Home, OR

KYLE TURNER
PROJECT MANAGER
541-393-7424
neworegonforestry.com
neworegonforestry@gmail.com

Specializing in purchasing timber and 
land, offering a seamless process that 
ensures fair and competitive evaluations

A FULL SERVICE TIMBER COMPANY

Scott Schones • Cell: 541-961-9699
34265 Powell Hills Loop, Shedd, Oregon 97377
treefixmail@gmail.com • www.treefix.net
LICENSED, BONDED, INSURED

Tree Fix
TREE PROBLEMS SOLVED

YOUR LOCAL SOLAR SOLUTIONYOUR LOCAL SOLAR SOLUTION

MILES HENDERSONMILES HENDERSON

Go Solar with a Local
Company You Can Trust

541-730 9899 miles@pureenergy.group

Serving the Willamette Valley

Free, No-Pressure Quotes
Top-Rated Customer Service

Real Renewable Energy
Solutions that Work

TAKING ROOT

Fooling Mother Nature
By Donald Lyon, Staff Writer and Columnist

In our last column, we discussed 
soil temperatures and the need to 
take measurements before planting 
because when the soil is too cold, 
seeds will not germinate or plants 
will be stunted. Different seeds have 
different soil temperature require-
ments. Let’s talk about ways to raise 
the soil temperature and get a jump 
on planting times. For many garden-
ers, the first step in the spring is to 
rototill the soil. This is an ineffective 
plan for several reasons we can dis-
cuss in another column, but for the 
moment, I’ll just say that the soil needs to be quite dry before it can be roto-
tilled. In Linn County, dry soil doesn’t happen until May or June. Rototilling, 
if done at all, is best done in the fall before the rains begin. 

The best way to get a jump on successful planting is warming the soil. 
This can be accomplished in two ways — bringing the soil indoors via pots 
on the windowsill, in a greenhouse, or cold frame. Heat mats or heating ca-
bles will further boost the soil temperature, and clear plastic domes of some 
sort trap heat and maintain humidity (Recycled produce lids work great). 

The second 
way of warming 
the soil works 
for plants that 
are best planted 
directly into the 
ground — peas 
and onions come 
to mind.

Lettuce is a 
c o o l - w e a t h e r 
crop that can be 
planted in the 
greenhouse or 
outside. To boost 
the soil tempera-
tures for direct 

seeding, try mounding up the soil in a row until it is four to five inches 
higher than the surrounding soil. If your rows run north to south, they 
will receive significantly more solar radiation than otherwise, and excess 
moisture will drain away — high and dry! A strip of black plastic sheeting 
will provide additional heat. Once the seedlings emerge, switch to clear or 
opaque plastic or create a low tent of row cover material. For large seeds, 
such as my favorite, snow peas, I germinate the seeds in a plastic bag before 
planting. This speeds up emergence (seedlings poking up from the soil) 
significantly. It is not nice to fool Mother Nature, but she can always use a 
helping hand. 

Got a gardening question? 
Ask a Master Gardener at phototraveler02@gmail.com. 

Plant now, eat later, the joy of gardening

Broccoli seedlings thrive in the greenhouse.
DONALD LYON

DONALD LYON

OREGON WOMEN FOR AGRICULTURE  
LINN-BENTON CHAPTER 

Scholarships Available
Students in Linn and Benton counties have an opportunity to receive local 

scholarship support through the Linn-Benton Chapter of Oregon Women 
for Agriculture.

The chapter awards two scholarships each year. One scholarship is des-
ignated for students from Linn or Benton County high schools who plan 
to major in agriculture. The second scholarship is open to students in any 
field of study who are a child or grandchild of a Linn-Benton Women for 
Agriculture member.

Applications for the 2026 scholarships are due April 15, 2026.
Scholarship information and application materials are available online 

at: https://www.owaonline.org/chapters/linn-benton.
Questions about the scholarship program may be directed to:
lbscholarships@owaonline.org.
The Linn-Benton Chapter is part of Oregon Women for Agriculture, a 

statewide organization that supports agricultural education, advocacy, and 
community engagement. 

Brownsville now has a new liquor store at 106 W. Bishop Way. The Oregon Liquor and 
Cannabis Commission recently appointed Komal “Captain” Singh as the area’s new 
agent, moving the store from its longtime location on Spaulding Avenue. The previous 
Brownsville Spirits and Video building at 130 Spaulding Ave. has been sold. A detailed 
feature about the new location and ownership will be published in an upcoming issue 
of The Brownsville Times.

LISA KEITH

https://www.cascadetimber.com
mailto:neworegonforestry@gmail.com
mailto:treefixmail@gmail.com
https://www.treefix.net
mailto:miles@pureenergy.group
mailto:phototraveler02@gmail.com
https://www.owaonline.org/chapters/linn-benton
mailto:lbscholarships@owaonline.org
https://www.greenwaysacademy.com/
https://neworegonforestry.com/
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Full-service Chip Seal Paving
• Residential Driveways
• Commercial Parking Lots
• Pavement Maintenance

INSTALL • RESURFACE • REPAIR

503-673-3399 
WeGotAsphalt.com

Paving the Willamette Valley Since 1998

CCB#225744

LIFETIME VISION SOURCE OF LEBANON

ROGER MUNK, OD • BRANDYN WYATT, OD
 LUKE BORAN, OD

www.lifetimevisionsource.com

90 MARKET ST, STE 20
LEBANON, OR 97355

T: 541-451-2020
F: 541-451-1785

MEMBER NETWORK

Kirt M. Glenn DMD PC
102 E. Bishop Way Brownsville

541-466-5171

www.dentistinbrownsville.com

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

WHERE TO TAKE CARE
JEFF LONGTAIN, HIS
Director of Hearing Services

(541) 227-5720
jlongtain@myhearingcenters.com
1144 Willagillespie Road #6
Eugene, OR 97401

OREGON SENATE 

Oregon Lawmakers 
Move to Shut Down 
Ticket Rip-Offs

The Oregon Senate has unanimously approved 
legislation aimed at safeguarding consumers 
from deceptive ticket sellers and inflated resale 
prices.

Senate Bill 4024 targets “speculative” ticket 
sales — a practice where vendors list tickets they 
do not actually own or are not authorized to sell. 
These listings often appear on websites designed 
to resemble official venue or performer pages, 
misleading buyers and sometimes leaving them 
stranded at the door despite spending a lot on 
tickets, travel, and lodging.

“Speculative ticketing can take many forms. 
However, the downside is always the same: 
concertgoers who may have spent thousands 
of dollars on tickets, airfare, and hotels getting 
turned away at the door,” said Kathleen Taylor, 
who carried the measure in the Senate.

The bill bans unauthorized resale practices, 
enhances protections against deceptive websites, 
and strengthens Oregon’s existing restrictions 
on the use of bots and software that hinder fair 
public access to tickets. Violations would be 
considered unlawful trade practices enforceable 
under Oregon consumer protection law.

The measure passed 29-0 with bipartisan sup-
port and now goes to Tina Kotek for her signa-
ture. 

Step Inside Local 
Law Enforcement 
at Citizens 
Academy
By Jeff Brown, Staff Writer and Columnist

Residents curious about what happens after 
dialing 911 — or about the key differences be-
tween a city police department and a sheriff’s 
office — will soon get the chance to find out.

The Linn County Sheriff’s Office invites com-
munity members to join its upcoming Citizens 
Academy, a nine-week program that provides an 
inside look at local law enforcement operations. 
The academy is open to qualified Linn County 
residents seeking a better understanding of how 
the Sheriff’s Office serves the community.

Classes will meet on Wednesdays from 9 a.m. 
to noon, from April 1 through May 27. In addition 
to weekly classroom sessions, participants will 
join a Sunday field trip to the firearms range and 
the county’s Animal Control facility. That date 
will be announced later.

Throughout the course, attendees will learn 
about the Sheriff’s Office divisions and special-
ty teams. Deputies and staff members will lead 
lessons on patrol procedures, criminal investi-
gations, corrections and jail operations, traffic 
enforcement, narcotics investigations, and 
search and rescue. Participants will also gain 
knowledge about specialized teams, including 
swift water rescue and dive recovery.

The program blends classroom lectures with 
hands-on demonstrations to provide residents 
with a practical understanding of how calls for 
service are managed and how cases progress 
through the system. Organizers call the academy 
both informative and interactive, offering op-
portunities for participants to ask questions and 
engage directly with deputies and staff.

The minimum age to participate is 18. However, 
individuals as young as 16 may be permitted if 
they attend with a parent or guardian.

The Citizens Academy aims to enhance un-
derstanding between the Sheriff’s Office and the 
community it serves by providing transparency 
into daily operations — from patrol to the jail.

For more information about eligibility or 
how to apply, interested residents can con-
tact Community Services Specialist Michael 
Mattingly at mmattingly@linnsheriff.org or 
apply online at https://www.linnsheriff.org/ 
volunteer-programs/citizens-academy. 

Preparedness Still Matters 
as Global Tensions Rise
By Jeff Brown, Staff Writer and Columnist

As tensions escalate in the Middle East involv-
ing the United States, Israel, and Iran, many of us 
wonder if overseas conflicts could affect our dai-
ly lives here at home. Although the United States 
is not directly at the center of the fighting, global 
events often prompt questions in communities 
both large and small.

Based on publicly available information from 
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and 
other government agencies, the chance of a large-
scale attack inside the United States remains low. 
Officials have recent statements indicating that 
the overall security situation can become more 
complex during times of global tension, but 
there is no sign that smaller communities are 
specific targets.

Most analysts suggest that if international 
conflicts affect Americans at home, the effects 
are more likely to be indirect. Concerns often in-
clude cyber disruptions, online misinformation, 
or isolated actions by individuals influenced 
by overseas events, which authorities monitor 
during times of international conflict.

In the Central Linn area, the overall risk seems 
low. Historically, large cities, key transportation 
centers, military bases, and other critical infra-
structure tend to be the main focus in national 
security discussions.

Still, emergency preparedness and basic read-
iness are worthwhile regardless of where some-
one lives. Information from the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security and state, county, and city 
emergency management agencies recommends 
that households keep simple emergency supplies 
on hand. A small kit with water, shelf-stable food, 
flashlights, extra batteries, and a battery-pow-
ered radio can help families manage short-term 
disruptions such as power outages or communi-
cation problems.

Cybersecurity has also become part of that 
discussion in recent years. News reports and 
government briefings have noted that hackers 
linked to foreign governments have sometimes 
targeted computer networks during times of 
geopolitical tension. For residents and small 
businesses, basic precautions like strong pass-
words, multi-factor authentication, and keeping 
software updated can help lower risk.

Another advantage in smaller communities is 
local awareness. In towns where neighbors know 
each other, unusual activity tends to stand out 
more quickly. Local law enforcement agencies 
typically encourage residents to report anything 
suspicious.

While international tensions may seem alarm-
ing when highlighted in national headlines, 
most experts say there’s little reason for people 
in smaller towns to expect major disruptions. 
Staying informed, maintaining basic prepared-
ness, and watching out for neighbors are the 
practical steps communities like those in Central 
Linn can take. 

– Free Estimates – 

• General
 Construction
• Interior
• Exterior
• Residential

dtrpaintingllc13@gmail.com
Call Damian Torres 503-551-2837 CCB#254413

https://www.lifetimevisionsource.com
https://www.dentistinbrownsville.com
mailto:jlongtain@myhearingcenters.com
mailto:mmattingly@linnsheriff.org
https://www.linnsheriff.org/volunteer-programs/citizens-academy/
mailto:dtrpaintingllc13@gmail.com
https://wegotasphalt.com/
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SHERIFF’S REPORT
Information in the Sheriff’s 

Report is provided by The Linn 
County Sheriff’s Daily Media 
Log of Dispatched Calls and 
Cases. Incident details may be 
limited or delayed due to agency 
availability before our weekly 
publication deadline. Addresses 
typically reflect the location of 
the incident or arrest, though 
in some cases they may indicate 
the origin of the call.

An individual’s arrest or 
citation reported here does not 
imply guilt. Guilt or innocence 
is determined only through the 
judicial process. 

The following is a list 
of abbreviations that may 
appear in our log reports: 
LCSO (Linn County Sheriff’s 
Office); OSP (Oregon State 
Police); APS (Adult Protective 
Services); DHS (Department of 
Human Services); LCCC (Linn 
County Circuit Court); LCJC 
(Linn County Justice Court); 
LCJD (Linn County Juvenile 
Department) AMC (Albany 
Municipal Court); FTA (failure 
to appear); FTC (failure to com-
ply). A Roman numeral listed 
after a charge means that the 
charge is of that numbered de-
gree: theft I (first-degree theft).

Sunday, March 1
12:35 a.m. — Jared 

Christensen, 36, of 
Woodburn, was stopped for 
lighting violations and cit-
ed for no insurance at Hwy 
228/Falk Rd., Halsey.

7:25 a.m. — Deputy re-
sponded to a single-car crash 
in the 29800 block of Seven 
Mile Ln., Shedd. No injuries. 
Non-criminal. Report taken.

10:49 a.m. — Deputy re-
sponded to a possible do-
mestic disturbance at a trail-
er park in the 23600 block of 
Peoria Rd, Harrisburg. After 
investigating, he did not es-
tablish that any crimes had 
been committed.

11:49 a.m. — Deputy re-
sponded to a mailbox hit 
and run in the 32100 block 
of Old Hwy 34, Tangent. 
Investigation ongoing, re-
port taken.

8:42 p.m. — Deputies re-
sponded to a suicide attempt 
by stabbing and gunshot in 
the 32500 block of Priceboro 
Dr., Harrisburg. Under in-
vestigation, report taken.

Monday, March 2
7:29 a.m. — Deputy con-

ducted a welfare check in the 
800 block of Sommerville 
Loop, Harrisburg.

9:30 a.m. — Caller re-
ported a parenting dis-
pute in the 40300 block of 
Crawfordsville Dr., Sweet 
Home.

10:11 a.m. — Deputy as-
sisted in returning dogs 
to their home at N 4th St./
Smith St., Harrisburg.

11:35 a.m. — Juan Morales, 
43, of Salem, was stopped for 
equipment violations and 
was cited for failing to carry 
proof of insurance at Hwy 
228/Enos Dr., Brownsville.

1:44 p.m. — Animal Control 
received a report of a cat 
hanging from a fence by its 
back leg. The cat was freed 
by the officer but escaped 
underneath some clutter in 
the yard in the 600 block of 
N 7th St., Harrisburg.

2:17 p.m. — Deputy took 
a report of someone’s vehi-
cle tire being slashed while 
parked in the 200 block of 
Smith St., Harrisburg. Under 
investigation, report taken.

2:21 p.m. — Jeramie Stucky, 
19, of Eugene, was cited for 
using a cellphone while 
driving in the 24200 block of 
Hwy 99E, Harrisburg.

4:19 p.m. — Deputy re-
sponded to a welfare check in 
the 32900 block of Diamond 
Hill Dr., Harrisburg, and 
learned the subject no lon-
ger lives at the location.

4:45 p.m. — Caller report-
ed fraud in the 900 block of 
Ash St., Brownsville. $300 
was lost. Report taken.

4:49 p.m. — Deputy assist-
ed a dog owner in catching 
some of her stray dogs in the 
700 block of Washburn St., 
Brownsville.

8:08 p.m. — Deputy re-
sponded to a report of iden-
tity theft in the 500 block 
of N 7th St, Harrisburg, 
and learned it was a 
misunderstanding.

Tuesday, March 3
12:58 p.m. — Teresa 

Bosch, 55, of Cheshire, was 
cited for failing to renew a 
vehicle registration in the 

23500 block of Peoria Rd., 
Harrisburg.

2:48 p.m. — Deputy as-
sisted Halsey Fire Dept. with 
a fire in the 29400 block of 
Peoria Rd., Halsey.

4:30 p.m. — A DHS 307 
referral was reported in the 
32500 block of Priceboro 
Dr., Harrisburg. Law en-
forcement investigation is 
ongoing.

Wednesday, March 4
7:15 a.m. — Scott Butler, 

55, of Eugene, was cited for 
speeding in the 28800 block 
of Peoria Rd, Halsey.

11:48 a.m. — Manuel 
Smith, 19, of Monroe, was 
cited for multiple equipment 
violations in the 500 block of 
S 3rd St., Harrisburg.

12:23 p.m. — Deputy 
responded to a DHS 307 
referral regarding concerns 
about a juvenile’s behavior 
in the 300 block of W G St., 
Halsey. The deputy spoke to 
the juvenile and the parent 
and discussed mental health 
treatment. Non-criminal, 
report taken.

12:32 p.m. — Deputy re-
sponded to a trespassing 
call at a private residence 
in the 400 block of Emily 
Ln., Harrisburg. The deputy 
spoke to the male who was 
soliciting for a company. 
Male was informed of the 
soliciting permit require-
ments and left the location 
without further issues. 
Non-criminal.

3:17 p.m. Deputy investi-
gated a theft of $429 worth 
of product and damage 
caused in the 23000 block 
of N Coburg Rd., Harrisburg. 
Report taken.

Thursday, March 5
2:50 a.m. — a driver was 

cited for failing to register 
her vehicle in the 30000 
block of Hwy 99E, Shedd.

10:10 a.m. — Whitney 
Spenst, 36, of Sweet Home, 
was arrested for a warrant in 
the 40900 block of Hwy 228, 
Sweet Home. Report taken.

10:13 a.m. — Scott Heinz, 
38, of Sweet Home, was ar-
rested for three Linn County 
Circuit Court warrants in 
the 40900 block of Hwy 228, 
Sweet Home. Report taken.

10:37 a.m. — Joshua 
Harden, 46, of Brownsville, 
was arrested and booked 
at the Linn County Jail for 
criminal mischief I, disor-
derly conduct II, and reck-
less endangering another 
person in the 25500 block of 
Gap Rd., Brownsville. Report 
taken.

12:43 p.m. — a juvenile was 
cited for aggressive driving 
at Seven Mile Ln./Glaser Dr., 

Tangent.
1:34 p.m. — Deputy re-

sponded to a report of sus-
picious activity over Discord 
messages by the caller’s 
juvenile child in the 700 
block of Diamond Hill Dr., 
Harrisburg. It was deter-
mined that nothing criminal 
occurred, and the caller had 
resolved the issue.

1:40 p.m. — Deputy re-
sponded to a civil dispute 
about a business owner 
wanting his father to leave 
in the 1300 block of W 1st 
St., Halsey. The deputy spoke 
with both parties about 
ongoing civil issues, and 
the father agreed to leave. 
Non-criminal.

4:09 p.m. — Deputy doc-
umented reported damage 
to a citizen’s vehicle in the 
100 block of W Park Ave., 
Brownsville.

6:34 p.m. — Deputies in-
vestigated a dog bite in the 
27900 block of Pine View 
Rd., Brownsville. Report 
taken.

Friday, March 6
10:15 a.m. — Deputy re-

sponded to a motorcycle 
blocking a loading zone in 
the 400 block of N Main St., 
Brownsville. The motorcycle 
was moved.

2:19 p.m. — Deputy spoke 
with a citizen in the 20600 
block of Meadowview Rd., 
Harrisburg, regarding tres-
passing on private property.

2:35 p.m. — Deputy re-
sponded to a report of a vehi-
cle break-in in the 200 block 
of Smith St., Harrisburg. A 
cellphone and wallet were 
taken. Report taken.

4:32 p.m. — Deputy re-
sponded to an injury motor 
vehicle crash in the 28100 
block of Brownsville Rd., 
Brownsville. Medics trans-
ported a female to Albany 
General Hospital with 
non-life-threatening inju-

ries. Report taken.
8:58 p.m. — Mountain 

deputies conducted targeted 
patrols for minor-in-pos-
session parties and other 
unlawful activity in the 
Timber Rd./Courtney Creek 
Dr., Brownsville. No activity 
that night.

Saturday, March 7
4:04 a.m. — Deputy at-

tempted to conduct a traffic 
stop in the 100 block of S 
2nd St., Harrisburg. Vehicle 
refused to stop and left the 
area at a high rate of speed. 
Due to policy restrictions, 
the deputy did not pursue 
the vehicle. Report taken.

5:23 a.m. — Deputies as-
sisted OSP with debris in the 
roadway in the 22200 block 
of S I-5, Shedd.

7:19 a.m. — Deputy re-
sponded to a hit-and-run at 
900 Smith St., Harrisburg, 
which was a vehicle that 
had fled from the deputies 
earlier in the morning. 
Investigation ongoing, re-
port taken.

12:12 p.m. — Manuel 
Santana, 33, of Lebanon, was 
arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant in the 36200 
block of Courtney Creek Dr., 
Brownsville. Report taken.

4:53 p.m. — Deputy re-
sponded to a civil matter 
involving a contractor in the 
31300 block of Seward Dr., 
Tangent.

6:02 p.m. — Deputy talk-
ed to a citizen regarding 
a no-contact order in the 
200 block of Smith St., 
Harrisburg. 

6:03 p.m. — Deputy per-
formed a security check at 
the Tangent Elementary 
School.

10:26 p.m. — Deputy 
investigated a suspicious 
circumstance in the 800 
block of Sommerville Loop, 
Harrisburg. 

Solution

I N L A W B A T H E V A T
N I E C E U N I O N I D O
S T O R E F R O N T S S A G
E R N E E R A L L A M A
T O E E S S K A Y

B L T D R I V E W A Y
S A L A M I A I D E A G E
I G O R V O I D S I V A N
N E G T I E R I D L E R S
G E O M E T R Y S A L

A N Y S T Y F E D
C O C O A S U E A L G A
A L E B I T T E R S W E E T
N I L L O V E D E R A S E
T O T E N A T E C Y S T S

PUZZLE KEY
Puzzles on page 11
RAINBOW
SHAMROCK
IRELAND

HORSESHOE
LIMERICK
GREEN

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Name

Address

City 	 State	 Zip

Email

Phone
 $8 month by Credit Card  -OR-   $96 year
Mail your annual payment check (or a voided check for 
monthly ACH payments) to
The Brownsville Times
PO Box 278, Brownsville OR 97327

https://brownsvilletimes.org/subscribe
 (458) 266-0511

#

https://brownsvilletimes.org/subscribe


16 - The Brownsville Times	 BUSINESS & FAME	 Thursday, March 12, 2026

Electric Contractors Since 1971
 279 Templeton Ave • PO Box 28

Brownsville, OR 97327
Electrical Material Available

•Residential •Commercial •Agricultural
541-466-5328  •  CCB #55960

Storage Units, Inside and Outside
RV/Boat Storage

Located in Brownsville

(541) 990-1992

Carl Conner

541.214.1131

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED
HVAC SERVICE

PRESIDENT • CCB: 203129

carl202@centurytel.net

Cell:
Fax:

P.O. Box 455 • Brownsville, OR 97327

VETERAN-OWNED COMPANY

541.466.5807

WHERE TO TAKE CARE OF YOUR HOME & PROPERTY

Mitch Carter, 
Owner

541-367-5655

100 Main St
Sweet Home

Northern Rock Supply LLC 

ALL YOUR ROCKING NEEDS: drain rock 
crushed rock • rip rap • pit run • loam sand

bark dust • old chips • cat work • backhoe work
FREE ESTIMATES

No job is too big or too small!
Larry 541-979-8241 • Cody 541-974-3277

CCB #124385

• Mulch • Mow • Weeding
• Clean-UPS • Pruning
• Pressure Washing

Fernando Ledesma
General Contractor L&F LLC
Lawn Service

541-730-0037541-730-0037
Free Estimates

Pumps    Tanks    Filters

541-451-3298 • 250 Market St • Lebanon
Pumps      Pressure Tanks      Storage Tank Systems
Water Treatment      Filtration      Real Estate Testing

Self-Serve Purified Water      Spa Chemicals
24-hour Emergency Service

DAN WHITE
OWNER & OPERATOR

CCB# 237735

CONCRETE COMPANY LLCCONCRETE COMPANY LLC
541-220-3342541-220-3342
GreatWhiteConcreteLLC@gmail.com

Driveways • Shop Floors
RV Pads • Patios • Sidewalks

your local, 
blue-collar team 

chasing the 
luxury of helping 
others. We don’t 
quit until the job 
is complete! No 
job is too big or 

too small.
vsjunkremoval@outlook.com

JC JIMENEZ QUALITY HOMES
N E W  B U I L D S  •  R E M O D E L S

GENERAL CONTRACTOR  •  J. Carlos Jimenez 
  541-224-1195 • jucaji_22@MSN.com

CCB # 235048

RURAL PROUD ENTREPRENEURS

RAIN Partners with The Brownsville Times 
to Support Rural Small Businesses

Introducing Rural Proud Entrepreneurs, a new 
monthly column in collaboration with Regional 
Accelerator and Innovation Network (RAIN)

RAIN is partnering with The Brownsville Times 
on Rural Proud Entrepreneurs, a small business 
and entrepreneur advice column.

For over a decade, Regional Accelerator and 
Innovation Network (RAIN) has empowered ru-
ral entrepreneurs and small businesses support-
ed by experienced Entrepreneurship Navigators. 
RAIN provides free coaching, mentorship, accel-
erators, and educational workshops, helping new 
and existing rural businesses to launch, grow, 
and thrive. RAIN is centered in rural communi-
ties, ensuring that economic opportunity reaches 
all parts of Oregon.

We welcome you to submit your small business 
and entrepreneurship questions, and we’ll get 
you answers!

Dear RAIN,
I’m just starting a new business. What do I need 

to know about registering my business?
Signed, Ingrid in Albany

Dear Ingrid,
Congratulations on starting your new business! 

Oregon law mandates registering assumed busi-
ness names with the Secretary of State Corporate 
Division. This public record establishes the name 

and provides contact information for legal mat-
ters. Failure to register may inhibit your ability to 
open bank accounts, obtain licenses, and enter 
into contracts.

There are different types of registries, including 
Assumed Business Name (ABN), Limited Liability 
Company (LLC), C Corporation, S Corporation, 
and Benefit Company.

The type of registry you choose may signifi-
cantly impact your taxable income and liability. 
When choosing how to register, I recommend 
that you clearly identify your planned growth tra-
jectory, estimated annual net income, estimated 
annual expenses, hiring plans, and whether you 
will be seeking equity investment. 

Once these items have been clearly identified, 
your CPA and your legal counsel will help guide 
you to the entity best suited for your business and 
needs. You can then reach out to the State Registry 
office for the direct process to move forward with 
your business registration.

— Heather Blake, Entrepreneur in Community, 
RAIN

Heather Blake has extensive entrepreneurship ex-
perience across various industries. She mentors and 
connects rural small businesses with local commu-
nity organizations and serves as an Entrepreneur in 
Community with RAIN.

Serving Brownsville 541.683.2345

CENTRAL LINN HIGH SCHOOL 

CLHS Launches 
Hall of Fame

The Central Linn School District has an-
nounced the creation of the Central Linn High 
School Hall of Fame, a new initiative to honor 
distinguished alumni whose achievements and 
leadership embody the spirit of Cobra pride.

According to the district, the Hall of Fame will 
recognize past graduates who have demonstrat-
ed excellence in their professions, service, ath-
letics, or community leadership. Organizers say 
the goal is to celebrate past accomplishments 
and inspire current students to pursue their own 
paths of excellence.

The first group of inductees will showcase 
the school’s rich history of achievement and 
the enduring influence its graduates have had 
throughout Oregon and beyond.

Nominations are now being accepted through 
May 1, 2026, via an online submission form 
at https://forms.gle/DDtmAR6LCH41HSpR9. 
Inductees will be selected by committee and offi-
cially honored this fall.

District officials encourage community mem-
bers, alumni, and families to participate in the 
nomination process and to celebrate the legacy 
of Central Linn High School.

Questions about the Hall of Fame may be di-
rected to the CL Athletic Director Rodney Baney 
at rod.baney@centrallinn.k12.or.us. 

https://forms.gle/DDtmAR6LCH41HSpR9
mailto:rod.baney@centrallinn.k12.or.us
https://www.davisglass.net/
https://www.starwater-systems.com/
https://aesrenew.com/
mailto:carl202@centurytel.net
mailto:vsjunkremoval@outlook.com
mailto:jucaji_22@MSN.com
mailto:GreatWhiteConcreteLLC@gmail.com
https://newfloplumbing.com/



